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Pastor’s Bible Class, St. Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., the Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, pastor 
and teacher; Mahlon L. Schucker and Dr. H. C. Collins, assistant teachers; 
Wm. Y. Zinn, president. 


CONFIRMATION CLASS ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, LUTHERSBURG, PA., REV. H. L. LOGSDON, PASTOR, OCTOBER 


Front row (left to right): Oran Beatty, Susie Swartzlander, Dorothy Beatty, Marie Muth, Ruth Morgan, Rev. 
Swartzlander, Mary Ellen Donahue, Charlotte Ella Swope, Muriel Passmore, James Beatty. Second row: Raymond Shugarts, Lawrence Morgan, 
Lynn Shugarts, Kathleen Kriner, Donna Kriner, Hazel Galentine, Leonard "Seyler, Robert Swope. Third row: Ronald Swope, Douglas Swope, 
George Swartzlander, Walter Shugarts, Delno Swope, Laurence Muth. Back row: Lyle Hartzfeld, Sylvester Donahue. 
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A Prayer of Thanks 


I thank Thee, Father, for a Friend 
Who knows my very soul— 

Knows just how hard my struggle is 
Toward dim and distant goal; 


Knows weaknesses of will and strength, 
Knows hills that block my way, 

Knows how discouraged I become 

With every wasted day. 


He knows the hurts and heartaches, 
The clouds that hide my sun, 

And in His tender mercy He 
Would help me face each one. 


He knows how hungry just for love 

A human life can be— 

And though ’twould seem I love Him not, 
Goes right on loving me! 


Grace Harner Poffenberger. 
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H. L. Logsdon, Clara 
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BACK TO THE SCRIPTURES 


I have before me two volumes, which 
are interesting because the authors go back 
to the Scriptures to find solutions for our 
modern problems. One goes to the Old 
Testament: Dr. T. Crouther Gordon, with 
“The Rebel Prophet: Studies in the Per- 
sonality of Jeremiah’ (Harper & Bros.); 
the other to the Gospels: Professor G. Wal- 
ter Fiske, with “A Study of Jesus’ Own 
Religion” (The Macmillan Company). 


Dr. Gordon calls his book “Studies in 
the Personality of Jeremiah,” but it is 
much more than that. It is also a careful 
examination of the prophets’ Message, with 
an interpretation of its significance, both 
for his own time and ours. It begins with 
a general discussion of the psychology of 
prophecy. Whatever theory one holds of 
inspiration one cannot study the Old Tes- 
tament prophets without becoming convine- 
ed that in some way God spoke through 
them. Whether the message was imparted 
directly; whether it came from a peculiar 
sensitiveness to divine things on the part 
of the prophet; whether the message was a 
flowering of the prophet’s own religious 
experiences; whatever it was, it was the 
voice of God speaking through the tongue 
of man. The study of Jeremiah’s career and 
preaching is perhaps the most convincing 
evidence we have of this, as Dr. Gordon 
brings out in his book. Also through the 


SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS CONFERENCE 


Juniata Classis held the annual Spiritual 
Emphasis Conference at the Marklesburg, 
“Pa., ‘Church, Rev. J. W. Yeisley, pastor. 
Rev. Mr. Yeisley, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Evangelism, and Rey. H. D. Me- 
Keehan, a member of the committee, who 
is also the president of Classis, did much 
to make this conference a success. 

The need of such a conference is very 
apparent, because it is difficult to find time 
and to arouse interest in the regular meet- 
ings of Classis for the discussion and the 
planning of the Church’s chief business 
which, according to the teaching of Jesus, 
is EVANGELISM. Much is being said to- 
day about the erasure of names and the 
few additions to the rolls of the congre- 
gations, but comparatively little is done 
to promote aggressive work in soul-win- 
ning and the enlisting of the whole mem- 
bership of the Church in this all-important 
quest to which Christ has called us. Young 
men who are being trained for the ministry 
receive but very little aid in this, the 
crucial point for their work. It is alto- 
gether possible, and too frequently the 
case, that they pass all the educational 
requirements, receive and accept a call, are 
ordained and installed, without being 
brought into a living relation with Christ, 
not saying anything about their ability to 
lead others to Christ. Members on the 
Consistory as a rule at the present time 
are not able to give much assistance to 
the pastor in this regard. When conditions 
like these prevail, is it to be wondered that 
there are no more accessions to our Church 
and that the erasure of names is so prey- 
alent? 


The Spiritual Emphasis Conference 
brought this fact home to the writer, that 
the greatest need in the Reformed Church 
today is not financial, great as this need 
actually is, BUT THE GREATEST NEED 
IS SPIRITUAL. When the Church ad- 
dresses herself to the real task, which is 
EVANGELISM, we shall be well on our 
way toward the solution of the financial 
problems that we are facing. 


various chapters of this book we live with 
Jeremiah. No book on the great prophet 
brings him quite so near to us, makes him 
quite so real and living a figure. He might 
be here today so far as his message is con- 
cerned. He was a great statesman, but, 
as Dr. Gordon so clearly brings out, he 
was a rebel and a radical—enough of a 
rebel to resist entrenched authority when 
it was evil and cruel—enough of a radical 
to insist that one’s first loyalty was to the 
Will of God. There is an interesting 
chapter on Jeremiah as a mystic. He was 
a rather unusual combination of mystic 
and man of affairs. Dr. Gordon makes him 
loom up in all his titanic greatness. The 
chapters are also interesting and illumi- 
nating in that they gather up the similar 
situations both in history and modern 
times that prophets have had to meet in 
their days. 


Dr, Fiske has long been recognized as 
an outstanding authority on the teachings 
of Jesus. I think I would have picked up 
a volume on this subject with apathy had 
it not come from Dr. Fiske. Surely there 
is nothing more that can be said about the 
religion Jesus held and taught, both in its 
personal and social aspects. There have 
been scores of volumes in the last few 
years. As a matter of fact, Prof. Fiske 
comes at the subject from such a new an- 
gle and relates the social teachings so 
directly to our present problems that the 


Dr. J. M. Runkle, of Trinity Church, 
Altoona, was the first speaker. He empha- 
sized Evangelism in the home and Sunday 
School. He said that it was best that a 
child should grow up in a Christian envir- 
onment, so that he might know that he was 
always a child of God. He also spoke of 
the Catechetical Class and the Inquiry 
Room, stating that in the last week of 
instruction in his classes, special emphasis 
was laid upon one’s personal relation to 
Christ. Soul winning can be done best un- 
der thoughtful, sober thinking rather than 
under excitement. 


An outstanding address was given by 
Rev. Oliver K. Maurer, of Red Lion, Pa. 
He claimed that Evangelism is not a mech- 
anism but a spirit, and this spirit must 
grip the Church before the Church can 
grip the world. Attention should be given 
to the soil, and one should begin with the 
spiritual attitude. Don’t spend all your 
time and effort upon program and method, 
important as these may be, so that you will 
not have any left for the real work of 
Evangelism. That it is necessary to have 
a Spiriteal Emphasis Conference implies 
that we as a Church are cold. “We should 
be evangelistic all the time.” A Church 
calling in a professional evangelist, con- 
fesses thereby its own insufficiency. What 
right have we as a Church to exist if we 
do not evangelize? When we call others 
in for this work, we pauperize our own 
people and deprive them of the joy of per- 
sonal work. Every real Christian should 
be evangelistic in spirit. Rev. Mr. Maurer 
pointed out that of the 115 persons brought 
into his Church, 75% were brought by the 
members. This, he added, can also be done 
by members of other congregations. He 
referred to a statement made by Rev. Dr. 
Foulkes which is in substance: “In fishing 
for men, Christ is the fisherman and the 
Church the net. The reason that Christ 
does not catch more fish is because there 
are too many holes in the net. The reason 
there is so little witnessing for Christ to- 
day is because the average member of the 
Church has so little for which to witness.” 


| 


book is both original and stimulating. He 
feels very strongly that there is no salva- 
tion for our age, from the “philosophical 
pessimism, its materialistic selfishness, its 
banal externalism, its worship of mechan- 
ism” exept Jesus Christ and His teachings. 
The only solution of our international, so- 
cial and industrial problems is the law of 
life, the principles of conduct, the spirit 
which Jesus exemplified in His own life 
and gave to the world. Dr. Fiske disas- 
sociates himself entirely from those who 
claim that Jesus, expecting to return soon 
after His death, gave out His teachings 
only for the intervening age. He believes 
that the teachings are universal in their 
application, timeless in the truth and al- 
ways contemporaneous in their application. 
Indeed, this universality, this timelessness, 
this fundamental quality, is its chief char- 
acteristic—the thing that distinguishes it 
from all other religious and ethical systems, 
makes it forever applicable to each new 
age, because it knows neither age nor lim- 
its. Dr. Fiske also believes that were it 
adopted the world would become new and 
he exercises a wistful hope, if not a dog- 
matic certainty, that this time will come 
when happiness and peace shall spread 
their wings over the troubled earth be- 
cause men have made the religion of Jesus 
their own and made His teachings the fun- 
damental principle of all human relation- 


ships. Frederick Lynch. 


Meaning to say that the average member 
has only a faint conception of the real joy 
of Christian fellowship. So in the special 
evangelistic services the members of the 
Church need to be inspired and warmed. 
These services need first of all to help to 
clean out the dross. Then also the services 
should focus the attention on the unsaved 
in the community, making contacts easier 
for personal work. 


Rev. Mr. Maurer also spoke on Hvan- 
gelism in the Sunday School. He claims 
that we have trusted too much to Cate- 
ehetical instruction, that this does not give 
the initial desire to unite with Christ, and 
that it would be better to use it as a sup- 
plementary agency. He also emphasized 
the need of assimilating the new members 
into the Church so that they would get the 
Church-going habit. 

Rev. H. D. McKeehan brought the clos- 
ing address of the conference, speaking on 
“Resources of the Holy Spirit for Evan- 
gelism.” He said that so much of our reli- 
gious activity is not religious, that the 
Church is too busy with trivialities rather 
than with the Centrality of Jesus. Our 
first task is to preach Christ. This presup- 
poses that we know Christ. Rev. Mr. Me- 
Keehan then told of his search for Christ 
in the best books and in the intellectual 
circles of colleges and universities both in 
this country and in Europe, but his knowl- 
edge of Christ as a living personality did 
not come until he permitted Christ to re- 
veal Himself. We know Him by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Until man does know 
Him, man is a beggar and a blind beggar 
at that; and he will remain a beggar as 
long as he remains blind. In the work of 
the Church, we are too prone to substitute 
a human mechanical agency for the Divine. 
He referred to the report on Missions made 


by the, Laymen’s Committee, stating that 


no reference was made to the Holy Spirit 
in the entire report. “Modern man,” said — 
Mr. MeKeehan, “is dying under his own 
uninspired breath. . . . If you want te 
make others believe in your religion, | 
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A MUCH NEGLECTED DUTY 

We are glad to know that a Conference is planned for 
next March on the important subject of Wills and Will- 
making. ‘The Committee on Financial and Fiduciary Mat- 
ters of the Federal Council of the Churches is inviting 
charitable organizations of the country, banks and trust 
companies and Bar Associations, to co-operate in a cam- 
paign to promote the making of Wills. Religious papers 
may well be interested in a movement of such importance. 

The values of estates have so changed in the last few 
years that in many instances the residuary estate has quite 
disappeared. 
Wills be re-examined and possibly re-written. It may 
properly be regarded as a part of our Christian duty to 
write a Will, even in times of prosperity. The report from 
various courts of the land is said to show that nearly 70 
per cent of all estates administered by them are without 
Wills. This often works great injustice and has resulted 
in the loss of many millions to good causes. 

Why do people in so many instances put off this obvious 
duty? The above Committee offers the following reasons 
why people defer the making of Wills: “(1) A superstitious 
fear lest the making of the Will may hasten death. (2) 
Mental inertia and laziness, which hesitates to think out the 
details of distribution and apportionment with a fair regard 
to what is equitable and just. (3) A sense of inadequacy 
or incompetency to plan for the future, and a shrinking 
from the giving of confidence to a lawyer or to friends com- 
petent to advise. (4) The expectation that a little later 
the mind will be ‘better made up’. (5) The dread of ex- 
pense in paying for competent legal advice. (6) Sheer 
hesitation and procrastination, which may be the bane of 
any person’s activities.” 

What are the obvious reasons why everybody should be 
urged to make a Will and to advise others to do so? The 
Committee gives the following excellent reasons, which we 
feel you should take to heart: “(1) The very process of 
thinking through one’s property and what to do with it, helps 
one to evaluate his estate and put it into better condition. 
It becomes a house-cleaning and purifying process. (2) The 
making of one’s Will once assists one in making a better 
Will later. It is a reasonable view to take to regard the 
first Will made, not as a finality, rigidly fixed for all time, 


It is greatly important, therefore, that all 


but as an instrument which, if unsatisfactory, may at any 
time be easily changed. (3) Life is uncertain. It is unfair 
to the cherished purposes of a man’s lifetime to leave these 
purposes unexpressed and subject to the sudden exigencies 
of disease and accident. (4) The loved ones of the home 
circle and the approved objects of a man’s best intentions 
have a just claim upon his thoughtfulness and promptness 
at a time when he is in good health and undisturbed by the 
shock of disaster. (5) Satisfaction and contentment come 
to the man who has done the best he can in making provi- 
sion for the future. A large measure of peace of mind 
follows the writing of a Will.” 

If these excellent reasons appeal to you, and you are wise 
enough to act upon them, should not the Boards of your 
own denomination, which are commissioned to carry on the 
work of the Church of Christ, receive your consideration ? 
Each one of them is carrying on under great handicaps a 
work so sacred and so important that it should appeal to 
every man or woman who has been entrusted with any of 
this world’s goods. And why should not the most loyal 
and devoted sons and daughters of the Church leave be- 
quests to carry on the ministry of the printed word—the 
continued sowing of the good seed of the Kingdom through 
Christian literature? A well-endowed religious journal can 
be made a blessing to generations yet unborn. It would 
be difficult to find any better way to assure the perpetuation 
of the Christian ideals in which you believe. It is a pre- 
eminent chance to make your own life and faith count 
through all the years to come. 

eet. 


A YOUNG MAN’S REBUKE 


Yanaizu, lying where the Tadami River emerges from 
the mountains, is a beautiful spot. Being also the site of 
a famous old temple which attracts thousands of visitors, 
so securing the lives of its inhabitants, it will naturally be 
one of the last places in Aizu to yield to the Christian 
Gospel. 

One trace of Buddhist influence remains: the visitor asks 
in vain for any sort of animal food; even fish and eggs 
are denied. A quaint observance marks a certain day in 
January, said to be the coldest in the year. Many men as- 
semble from far and near, doff their clothes and, clad in a 
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scanty loincloth, spend the night in nakedness, engaging in 
wrestling and other vigorous exercise. ‘Those who endure 
the ordeal are assured that they will be kept well the rest 
of the year. Such are the remnants of the old religion. 

In a village nearby lives a man of samurai rank, named 
Sato. Like most men of his class, he is not successful in 
business, and is loaded with debt. But he has a very bright 
son. One day the boy got into his hands a copy of the 
book that made Kagawa famous, and became a Christian. 
Our newspaper service found him out; and more than once, 
in busy seasons, we called on him for clerical help. 

Once a year or so Wakamatsu Church holds a service of 
“united worship”, inviting as guests members of the five 
other congregations in Aizu. At such a service young Sato 
San was one of the hundred Christians present. After the 
worship, the ladies served a simple lunch, and Pastor Tan 
proposed a “kondankwai” (intimate conversation party). 
To start the ball rolling, I challenged the young men to 
tell us how to make our Church prosper. Sato San’s face 
registered disapproval of the suggestion. His speech was 
worthy of a disciple of Kagawa: “Let those who are in the 
Church love those who are out, and study to be helpful to 
them. Then you need not worry about the progress of the 
Church: that will take care of itself.” 

How I wish that I could get that young man into the 
ministry! But he is tied hand and foot; and so are we. 


—CHRISTOPHER Noss. 
* Ok Ok 


A SERIOUS CASE 


The friends of temperance may as well know that they 
are in for the severest struggle they have ever faced. Be- 
cause of the defection of the major political parties and the 
temporary success of a cunningly devised and well-financed 
propaganda, the nation faces the probability of at least a 
season of license and debauchery such as we have not ex- 
perienced for a long time. ‘Those who sold their birthright 
for a mess of pottage will soon wake up to the realization 
of what they have done. We hope none of our readers 
missed the sage observation of “Now and Then” a few 
weeks ago, which deserves repetition here: “Jf the 18th 
Amendment is ever repealed, for every child killed by a 
drunken driver the ‘Women’s Organization for National 
Prohibition Reform’ should send a wreath of flowers to 
the bereaved parents with this consoling note: ‘The safety 
of your child demanded the repeal of the 18th Amend- 
ment.” 

The MEssENGER rarely if ever has printed an article so 
offensive to us as we give in this issue under the heading: 
“The Case of Slim Mullen.” We give our readers this as 
a sample of typical Wet reaction. It is by the columnist 
of a supposedly high-grade newspaper, The Phila. Public 
Ledger. We believe the man who wrote it is expressing 
his honest sentiments. If the man he describes is, as he 
claims, a “good average citizen of normal intelligence”, we 
need to be deeply concerned about the future of the 
Republic. The article should give you an arresting view 
of the menace which good Christian citizens now face. It 
is being taken for granted by all too many that the vote 
on Noy. 8 was “all wet” and that we might as well bow 
to the inevitable. Before you agree to that, read the fol- 
lowing article by Mr. J. L. Tindale in the New York Her- 
ald-Tribune, under the heading, ‘““When Is a Mandate?”: 
“The whisky-minded portion of the people are reiterating 
their cry for repeal or modification of the Eighteenth 
Amendment, on the now-added plea that the recent election 
voiced a mandate for such repeal or annulment. Right and 
good; mebbe so. But when the shoe was on the other foot 
—when the election of Mr. Hoover in 1928 was carried by 
an overwhelming majority, as the result of the work and 
enthusiasm of certain women of the W. C. T. U. and others 
on a distinctly Dry basis, as against the stand of the pro- 
nounced Wet, Mr. Smith, did these same nullifiers then 
regard that election as a mandate? Not so as you could 
notice it. On the contrary, they flouted the Dry victory, 
and from that day to this present they have not ceased 
to contest, ignore and defy the Prohibition laws and senti- 
ment, seeking annulment in every possible way. Or are 
we to assume that a mandate is a mandate only when an 
election favors whisky and beer?” 
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“THOSE ANGEL FACES” ONCE AGAIN 


In the Nov. 17 issue of the MEssENCER the Editor com- 
ments upon an article by Sarah D. Lowrie, a Philadelphia 
newspaper writer, in which she gives her own interpreta- 
tion of Cardinal Newman’s closing lines of Lead, Kindly 
Light’”— 

“And with the morn those angel faces smile 
Which I have loved long since, and lost awhile.” 


She tells how she has always believed that “those angel 
faces’ referred to the faces of loved ones who had gone 
before, and were now in the home-land. Miss Lowrie also 
gives the interpretation given her by Dr. Rufus Jones of 
Haverford, which he says is the correct one. Dr. Jones 
appears to quote from Cardinal Newman when he says, 
“T feel pretty sure that your interpretation is not the right 
one, for he himself (Cardinal Newman) explained that 
the ‘angel faces’ which he had loved long since and lost 
awhile, were his early ideals of life, and the religious aspira- 
tions which he had allowed to fade away and almost die.” 


We have been interested in discovering, if possible, when 
and where Cardinal Newman made that statement. A care- 
ful search among a number of volumes on hymnology fails 
to give us anything very definite as to the original mean- 
ing of the word, “those angel faces”. Let us remember 
that the hymn was written Sunday, June 16, 1833, while 
the author was lying sick in mind as well as body, on a 
sailing vessel in the Mediterranean Sea. He was greatly 
distressed over the disturbed condition of affairs in both 
Church and State in England. From his autobiography, 
Apologia pro Vita Sua, published in 1864, we quote: 

“T will say, whatever comes of saying it, for I leave in- 
ferences to others, that for years I must have had some- 
thing of a habitual notion, though it was latent and had 
never led me to distrust my own convictions, that my mind 
had not found its ultimate rest, and that in some sense or 
other I was on a journey. During the same passage across 
the Mediterranean in which I wrote ‘Lead, Kindly Light,’ 
I also wrote verses which are found in the Lyra under the 
head of ‘Providences’, beginning, ‘When I look back.’ This 
was in 1833.” 

When questioned in 1879 by Dr. Greenhill as to the 
significance of the reference in the last two lines of the 
hymn, he replied as follows: 

“You flatter me by your question; but I think it was 
Keble who, when asked it in his own case, answered that 
poets were not bound to be critics or to give a sense to what 
they had written. And though I am not, like him, a poet, at 
least I may plead that I am not bound to remember my own 
meaning, whatever it was, at the end of almost fifty years. 
Anyhow, there must be a statute of limitation for writers 
of verse or it would be quite tyranny if in an art, which 
is the expression not of truth, but of imagination and senti- 
ment, one were obliged to be ready for examination on the 
transient states of mind which came upon one when home- 
sick or seasick or in any other way sensitive or excited.” 

If Cardinal Newman fails to interpret his lines after 
fifty years, or remember his “own meaning”, we believe 
that it is perfectly safe for all who read or sing this most 
inspiring and prayerful hymn to find in it—for themselves 
—an interpretation most suited to their deeper, spiritual 
needs. ‘The hymn is a pleading prayer, a confession of 
stubborn wilfulness and an assured confidence that the 
guiding hand will not fail. —A. M. §. 


* * OX 


LICKING THEIR CHOPS 


The result of the recent election has caused not only the 
brewers, but also the distillers, to make large plans for 
future profit. ‘To some it may be a gleeful sight, to others 
it is a sinister spectacle, to note the eagerness of former 
liquor dealers and all those new recruits who can hardly 
wait to go into the now outlawed liquor business and make 
money out of the vices and weaknesses of their fellowmen. 
Verily, they are licking their chops like hungry wolves. — 


these days when popularity often proves conclusively — 


Pe 
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Mr. Arthur Brisbane, noted as a “popular” editor in| 
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lack both of mentality and morality in the people, is one 
of those who rejoices over the large revenues which are 
about to be derived, as he supposes, from the thirsty pop- 
ulace. There will be no further need of taxing men and 
women of great wealth, because the poor, who have been 
so unjustly deprived of booze for the past 15 years, will 
now be able to get all they want and will gladly swill enough 
strong drink to pay the taxes of the nation, even though 
many of them have not enough money for bread. 

Mr. Brisbane issues a warning, however, to those in other 
lands who are looking with greedy eyes toward our coun- 
try which, it is taken for granted, will soon surrender its 
idealism and again license this infamous business. Writing 
on the return of liquor, he says: “Canadian whisky manu- 
facturers plan a $100,000,000 merger, getting ready for 
business in the United States. French wine makers are 
preparing for United States trade, and in Germany and 
other countries brewers of special kinds of beer are also 
preparing. ‘They may all be disappointed, for it is prob- 
able that importation of any kind of alcoholic liquor will 
be forbidden, the profitable trade kept for United States 
distillers, brewers and farmers that supply the rye, corn 
and barley.” 

Wouldn’t it be just too bad to deprive all these philan- 
thropists from other lands of the pleasure and profit of 
drenching these arid Americans with their intoxicating 
beverages? But why all this hullaballoo about new business 
for brewers and distillers? Haven’t we been assured by the 
ballyhoo of the Wets that there was more drinking under 
Prohibition than before, and with the repeal of the 18th 
Amendment the boys and girls of America will once more 
be safe! Yes, and mark this down for future reference: 
Millions fell for that ballyhoo, and a good many of them 
were old enough to vote. Alas, some were even members 
of the Church of Christ. And we add, every man and wo- 
man who voted Wet has assumed an awful responsibility, 
and they will soon be called to account. 


* °K OK 


DON’T PREACH YOUR DOUBTS 


At a recent Church service the minister gave a very 
interesting, and even touching, discourse, using the words 
of Peter: “Let us build here three tabernacles”,—and 
deducing the thought that the important thing was not the 
blissful experience to be enjoyed on the mountain heights, 
but the ministry to be exercised in relieving pain and pov- 
erty in the valley below. However, the discourse was seri- 
ously marred by some irrelevant remarks at the beginning, 
in which by implication doubts were suggested as to the 
reality of the vision that called out Peter’s words. The 
remarks were irrelevant, since they had no particular rela- 
tion to the subsequent discourse. The thought occurred 
to one hearer that such a procedure is unnecessary, unwise, 
and likely to be harmful. What good can be attained by 
the presentation of doubts? Are there not sufficient truths 
of which the preacher is convinced to keep the average min- 
ister busy? 

To change the caption above, Preach your convictions! 
The preacher gets nowhere by suggesting doubts. If ques- 
tionings may prove stimulating to the intellect, they do not 
satisfy the heart. In all probability any congregation will 
comprise some doubters, but will they be helped by feeding 
them upon doubts? ‘The great majority in the average 
a ee come to the house of worship with heart hun- 
ger. They have had troubles and are perplexed; they need 
comfort, encouragement, spiritual quickening. Some, in- 
deed, are bowed down under heavy burdens of sorrow. 
What help will they find by the expression of doubts and 
questionings, no matter how reasonable such questionings 
may be? Such questionings afford neither comfort nor 
inspiration. Do not preach your doubts, but preach your 
convictions. 


One may question the inerrancy of the Bible; but what 
good is accomplished by proclaiming that errors have pos- 
sibly crept into the sacred text? Is not that great book 
crowded with facts and truths that are as solid as the ever- 
lasting hills, and that shine with a splendor that outrivals 
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the noonday sun? It would be more wonderful than a 
miracle if that book had come down through the ages, and 
through the multitudinous copyings of manuscripts, and 
the. numberless translations and publications, without an 
occasional error ; but why seem to take pride in pointing out 
such unimportant possible mistakes? If a candid inquirer 
comes to you with his questionings, answer him between 
yourselves and him alone. But do not take them into the 
pulpit and spread them broadcast. Do not preach your 
doubts. 


What noble and beautiful truths there are to be pro- 
claimed! ‘There is the story of Jesus, nineteen hundred 
years old, iterated and reiterated over and over again, but 
ever new and fresh and sparkling and inspiring. It satis- 
fies the hungry heart; it comforts the sorrowing soul; it 
refreshes the weary spirit; it quickens and stimulates the 
mind; it renews the courage; it enriches the life. Preach 
Christ and Him crucified. 


How much Jesus had to say first and last about faith! 
That is the antipode of doubt—at the opposite pole. What 
a mistake the preacher makes who is insinuating his doubts 
into the minds of his hearers! ‘Those words of Jesus to 
Thomas are worthy of thought, “Be not faithless, but be- 
lieving.” Or better, “Be not faith-less but faith-full”—and 
so preach! —G. S. R. 


*x* *K 


THE BOAT IS ROCKING 


Having stepped on the gas, the world is now feeling the 
result—and the consequent international headache is ter- 
ribly serious. The feeling of insecurity is quite universal 
among the thoughtful, who know that we cannot have a 
sense of safety when the boat is rocking. The crisis which 
the world is now approaching is not local, not national, but 
international and worldwide. 


This is the gist, as reported by the Reading Times, of an 
address in that city on Nov. 22, by President George W. 
Richards, of Lancaster Theological Seminary. In speaking 
of the radical changes in the ways of living during the last 
generation, Dr. Richards showed how it had brought about 
one of the greatest transitions in the history of the world. 
“We have become just one big family,” he said, “as though 
we were neighbors in near villages. The peoples of the 
world were once separated by oceans, by mountains and by 
deserts. All lived far apart in mind, body and spirit. But 
now we have become uniform, not only in ways of travel, 
but also in our universal ways of thinking, and the problems 
which confront America today confront every civilized 
nation on the globe. Everyone had faith forty years ago. 
We had faith in the judge, the doctor, the lawyer, and the 
preacher of the Gospel. Now the world is feeling the 
result of having stepped on the gas. We have changed; 
there is no faith. Once parents brought up their children; 
now children, possibly with the aid of the mother, bring 
up the father. I: challenge anyone to say we are better 
spiritually or morally better now. We may be better off, 
but not better. We have more comfort, have advanced in 
science and learning, but we are not better. Respect and 
reverence are disappearing. Formerly we had the age of 
authority ; now we have the age of freedom. Possibly it is 
the last result of the Declaration of Independence or of 
democracy.” 


Many will agree in the fear that the decade just ahead 
may be a veritable orgy of license in thinking and living, 
unless the Church of the living God wakes up to the seri- 
ousness of our situation and reveals the courage, aggres- 
siveness and statesmanship equal to the difficult task. We 
cannot hope to deal with this era of storm and stress 
triumphantly unless we achieve a higher standard of 
Churchmanship. The Church member of yesteryear won't 
do. Even last year’s model must be discarded. 


* * * 


OUT OF GREAT TRIBULATION 


However great our agreement or disagreement with the 
political principles and policies of the man who has been 
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elected President of our country, we are all in harmony in 
our admiration of his brave, patient and uncomplaining 
fight against the terrible physical handicap which so seri- 
ously crippled him a decade ago, and over which he has 
won so significant a victory. It was eminently fitting that 
he should eat his Thanksgiving Day dinner at the Warm 
Springs institution in Georgia among the paralysis victims 
and convalescents, and it is not surprising that the invalids 
who are fighting the ravages of the same dread disease that 
laid Mr. Roosevelt low in his early middle life should take 
new heart and courage at his presence. The newspaper 
report tells how along the long porch men and women in 
wheel chairs were not talking politics, but were saying or 
thinking : “He had it, and he had it bad—and now he’s go- 
ing to be President of the United States.’ We may easily 
accept the statement that no possible medical discovery by 
the physicians could do so much to bolster the morale and 
inspire new hope in those sick and suffering folks as the 
physical presence of “a man who had licked their disease 
and gone on toward the highest office in the nation.” 


During the last few years not a few Americans who were 
accustomed to follow the lines of least resistance have been 
compelled by financial pressure to experience the truth that 
men are not lured to greatness by sugar plums, and that 
rugged character is not built on Easy Street. It has been 
truly said that the leading symbol of our religion is not an 
easy chair—it is a cross. The great multitude pictured in 
the last book of the Bible, who stood before the Throne 
clothed with white robes and bearing the palms of victory 
in their hands, were not those who had escaped life’s stern- 
est conflicts and disciplines. “These are they,’ we are 
told by the inspired writer, who had “come up out of great 
tribulation”. ‘They were the men and women who had the 
moral courage not to run away like cowards or to yield 
to self-pity and complaints under the beatings of dis- 
appointment, disease and defeat, but who fought on and 
overcame. ‘To them came the plaudit of the Most High: 
“To him that overcometh, I will grant to sit with Me in 
My throne.” As Dr. Charles R. Brown reminds us, it 
was not a clergyman nor an officer in the Salvation Army, 
but the great writer Goethe, who knew so much about 
human nature, who wrote these wise words: 


“Who never ate his bread with tears, 
Who never through the troubled hours 
Weeping sat upon his bed, ) 
He knows you not, ye heavenly powers.” 
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THE PARABLE OF THE BIRD TRAGEDY 


There was a great hubbub in the back yard. Investiga- 
tion showed that a mother blackbird had tried to rob an 
oriole’s nest of its eggs to feed to her young fledgling. 
Both orioles were on the defensive and darted to and fro 
trying to peck out the blackbird’s eyes. She flew from tree 
to tree, scolding and perhaps swearing—the naughty thief! 
The neighbor’s black cat, Nicodemus, the cleverest mouser 
and bird-catcher in the community, appeared on the scene 
and soon located the little baby blackbird. One pounce 
and the bird was in his paws, but the Penman prevented 
that meal. Up in the trees the two orioles, now aided by 
a robin, drove that blackbird all around the lot. Naturally, 
she would not desert her baby, perched on the limb of a 
dwarf cherry tree. What a noise, what strange shrieks, 
and high above all, the blare of some radios nearby that 
were bringing in the pandemonium following the nomina- 
tion of Al Smith at Chicago. What became of the birds 
we do not know, for a ring at the door summoned us into 
the house. 

There are many tragedies, in garden, lawn, and tree: 
the hunted are slain and devoured. But accounts are 
squared, for there are always other and larger hunters that 
prey upon those who have just fed upon their “kill”. Mr. 
Robin hops about, locates a worm that he pulls out of the 
ground, using his tail as a lever ; but pounce, and Grimalkin 
has the robin in his savage mouth. 

And the same process of hunting and being hunted pre- . 
vails in the sphere of man. Our meagre savings and in- 
vestments have disappeared, but Insull et al. are also down 
and out. ‘The bus and the truck outmoded the horse, and 
the railroads are not very happy just at present, nor yet 
those who own rail bonds and stocks. ‘Tragedy, stark and 
terrible, sits like a vulture awaiting the coming of Winter, 
and men cower and fear in anticipation of gaunt hunger 
just around the corner where we were made to believe 
prosperity was lingering. 

And the moral that fits is this: wings for the bird, a 
velvet paw for the feline, but common sense and faith for 
man—these are God’s provision for the continuance of the 
species. 


Smoke Screens 


Dr. E. G. HomricHAUSEN 


“The woman saith unto Him, Sir, I perceive you are a prophet. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye 


say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.” 


John 4:19, 20. 


a 


How typically modern this woman is! 
How human! Slowly and surely Jesus 
had led her from the fact of physical 
water to the vision of spiritual water. By 
means of physical wants he had led her 
through a remarkable process to an in- 
terpretation of her spiritual wants. 
Through a keen method that seemed to 
come to Him so naturally he had carried 
her from the matter-of-fact physical to the 
miraculously spiritual. On the basis of 
what she already knew he showed her into 
a world of newness, of moral and ethical 
and spiritual possibility, which she had but 
faintly envisioned. “First that which is 
physical,” said Paul, “then that which is 
spiritual.” Even so, Jesus had taken her in 
imagination from the daily well of Jacob 
to the eternal well of God; from the water 
that must be drunk recurrently, to that 
which thoroughly satisfies; from a God 
who dwells in the physical temples of Je- 
tusalem and Gerizim, to a God who is 
universal Spirit; from a god of partial 
truths residing in the theological systems 
to a living God of all-inclusive Truth. 


But her full apprehension and possession 
of that eternal, satisfying, universal water 
of life was blocked by a snag! It was 
not philosophy, or science, or any other 
problem that kept her from the water of 
life. Rather, it was the problem of her 
selfish refusal to accept it! 


Someone has likened Jesus to a Pilot of a 
skiff which sails around a person seeking 
to land and take possession. And He al- 
ways seeks to land in the sheltered and 
protected havens of the island! In this 
dramatic scene the Pilot is sailing around 
a person, an unnamed woman of Samaria. 
Finally, He finds a place and proceeds 
to come to harbor. 


But no sooner had He found a little pro- 
tected haven of immorality, when this wo- 
man commenced to put forth a smoke 
sereen in order to hide and save her real 
self behind a technicality. “Oh, so you 
are a preacher? Well, if you want to talk 
religion,—maybe you are so wise that you 
can tell me which denomination is right? 
How about it,—are you Jerusalemists 


right, or we Gerizimites? Seeing you are 
so interested in ’my soul, can you answer 
me that?” “With a technicality she sought 
to stifle truth’s demands!” ; 

Now smoke screens are used in wars to 
produce a false, thick, impenetrable pro- 
tection around a group so that the ag- 
gressors will not be able to see through. 
It is a skillful manipulation of chemicals — 
concocted by men for the sake of putting 
the enemy off the track. It puts up a 
pretentious wall which hides the reality 
of the men behind it. 

But there are other smoke sereens,— 
skillful manipulations of words and ae- 
tions concocted by men, to put others and 
even God Himself off the track, in regard 
to our real selves. This woman raised o 
by which she hoped to put her aceusor 
the track, in an effort to get Him h 
lessly involved in a technical swamp. A 
she thought that thereby she might ser 
herself -from the eyes of the Grea 
nevolent Aggressor. dh 

Such smoke screens are subtler 
in character than those used ir 
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They are those pretentions we throw into 
the face of the judgment and eyes of our 
community, our children, our friends, by 
which we wish to be known as better than 
we really are. Ostentatious cultural and 
moral garments of silk and satin in which 
we dress a miserable and dual-lived soul, 
full of secret deceit and unethical prac- 
tice. Pious words, phrases, prayers and 
customs by which we pharisaically strut 
through the streets of men’s lives, palming 
ourselves off as though we were religious 
saints. That dense air of intellectual im- 
peceability and encyclopedic culture by 
which we give out to the world a false 
sense of our real worth. That sinister 
superiority so prevalent today, which is 
characteristic of all selfish ages, whereby 
we like to startle the “common herd” by 
raising a few superior questions about con- 
ditions, God, immortality, mother-love, 
fear, hope, the Church, faith, and the like. 
What smoke screens! All these are smoky 
alibis by whch we try to put men off the 
track, or what is worse, by which we re- 
fuse to allow the Pilot Aggressor to land, 
to come to us, for fear we may have to 
make some life-alterations, or disgorge 
some of the ill-gotten goods, power, pres- 
tige, or even spiritual property,—which we 
wrongfully hold,—all of which belongs to 
God and to which we have absolutely no 
claim! 

The Samaritan woman has an ancestry 
and an issue that is amazingly numerous. 
It includes the whole of mankind. 

Away back in the dim past of folk-lore, 
a man once killed his brother. Not with 
the sinister and impersonal methods of an 
advanced and technical age, which de- 
mands speedy production at the lowest 
cost,—whatever the cost! But he mur- 
dered him in cold blood, openly, brazenly 
and with a physical weapon! For those 
were crude and cruel days! Barbarie 
days! But even then and there we find 
the Pilot, a Someone that sails around a 
man’s life and seeks to land in the most 
protected and cherished spot. The Inner-I, 
Cain-at-his-best, God, finally sought to 
land. He asked the startling question, 
“Cain, where is your brother?” And back 
came the answer that has come back from 
a thousand, yes a million, Cains, “Do I 
follow my brother around? Cannot he 
take care of himself? I take care of my- 
self.” Smoke screen! Like many a mod- 
ern Cain whose sense of Right, of God is 
helplessly squelched by the argument of in- 
dividualism run amuck, by a logic of 
material progress that after all life is a 
ease of “every man for himself”. “Why, 
if I were to watch out for every Tom, 
Dick and Harry, where would I land? If 
I were to take into consideration the con- 
sequences of every act of mine, how could 
there be any progress, any superior in- 
dividuals? The price of progress is costly, 
and it may even involve my brother in 
the flesh!” 

But when the stiff winds finally clear 
the screen, we see the stark reality of 
Cain’s selfishness, greed, desire for power, 
love for the first place. There it is: un- 
willingness to play the game socially, un- 
willingness to play second fiddle, the mad- 
ness of the physical man as he chafes 
at the accusing calmness and poise of the 
spiritual man who negates his bestial de- 
sires. There it is: Cain’s desire to play 
the boss, his ungodly tendency to possess 
things, even another’s lfe, which are not 
put into the world for him to use, hate, 
exploit and take in his own name. He 
may handle them, yes, but always in God’s 
name,—for they are His. That is Cain’s 
sin, and the smoke screen he throws up 
in the face of the Benevolent Pilot Aggres- 
sor is His unwillingness to let God be 
Lord! It is with God,—not Abel,—that 
he has to deal, and will not! 

Look at David! <A godly man! A 
writer of religious hymns! King of Is- 
rael! A man favored of the Lord! One 
day he did an evil thing, in secret, about 
which his people knew nothing. And on 
another day, not long thereafter, a prophet 
appears. He tells the story of a man 
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who did this and that. And David, hu- 
man as he was, drew the smoke screen in 
the hope that he might put the Pilot off 
the track, so as not to let Him land. 
How he hoped to fool the Great Pilot Ag- 
gressor and His man! “This is terrible,” 
says David. “That man is a brute, he 
must be dealt with in the most strenuous 
manner. I will attend to it myself. I 
will see that justice is done, for I am 
King here.” One would think he was a 
master at pulling smoke sereens. Every 
man is, when he is forced to it. He takes 
to it like a duck to water! And David 
hoped to thwart the Inner-I. He hoped 
his indignation would screen his sin! But 
the gaunt figure of the prophet is thrust 
into his anxious yet deceitful. face, and 
there thunders forth the accusation that 


OFTEN 


Often have I meditated, prayed in 
pain, 

Beneath a silent, sparkling sky of 

night; 

Often lifted 

strain, 
To sense the majesty of Light— 
Often. 


eyes, with tell-tale 


Often have I wandered far, lost in 
doubt, 

Enslaved by fearsome, 

thoughts of men; 

Often mounted hills 

shout . 

In victory through vales again— 

Often. 


cruel 


and vision 


.Often have I turned an ill to cynic’s 
meed 
And drank a medicine that flat- 
tered taste; 
Often lifted language born of need, 
In penitence for bitter waste— 
Often. 


Often have I chosen ways the mo- 
ment urged, 
Unmindful of a penalty the future 
told; 
Often followed Love that inward 
surged 
To enter canopies of gold— 
Often. 


Often have I weighed the cost a 
Lord once took, 
Disdained salvation, scorned His 
lovely gift; 
Across the centuries of pain I look 
To see none other who can lift— 
Often. 


—Henry Linford Krause 


must have shaken the very throne of 
heaven, “David, you are that man!” 
And when the tempest of God’s judg- 
ment had finally cleared, the clever drawer 
of smoke screens is in tears. His preten- 
tiousness and zealous, pious front had 
cleared. He invited God in! He had sur- 
rendered! He had broken down! He 
knew now that real religion was the re- 
moval of every smoke screen and the frank 
admittance of the Pilot into every harbor, 
into the whole island. And a song issued 
forth from his lips that has never been 
equalled, because the calm had come after 
the storm. He was at peace with God. 
They supped and communed together. 
Think of Peter! Sometimes smoke 
sereens are thrown into the face of the 
great Aggressor-Pilot by folks who did it 
innocently and ignorantly. One day Peter 
did this to Jesus, Jesus in whom the great 
Aggressor-Pilot appeared so completely. 
Boastfully and impetuously he proclaimed 
within hearing of all his _ disciples, 
“Though all of these should forsake you, 
yet not will I.” What pretentiousness, 
what self-sufficiency! Here are words 
which sound like those of a prophet of 
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steel, tried and true, 
it all. He knew that a time would come 
when that pretentious screen would be 
dissolved into thin air as the hot blasts 
of a deadly, testing temptation would 
come. Behind an over-zealousness there 
may lurk a secret cowardice, a desire to 
be more loyal than others! And one even- 
ing it came. And Peter stood alone and 
helpless with his soul bare before the 
Christ. “I tell you I do not know that 
man!” Then he swore! That was a smoke 
screen with a vengeance. Peter, Peter! 
What a terrible smoke screen! Not the 
vicious kind, but one of those that men 
seem so forced to make in the face of a 
difficult circumstance, to save their self- 
respect. The last thing a man will give 
is his self. 

But Peter could not endure the 
sequences. He heard the cock; he 
Jesus turn and look upon him. From then 
on he is a changed man. Tears come and 
the big, burly, boastful man breaks down. 
He saw then that there was no use trying 
to be better than the other disciples, no 
use attempting to pose as being more 
loyal than John and James. He knew 
then that he did not dare to boast any 
more about his discipleship or about his rela- 
tion to Christ. He knew that his disciple- 
ship depended upon the loyalty of Him to- 
wards one such as he was. Peter knew 
that the production of a false front by an 
over-ambitious disciple denied the Lord- 
ship of God, denied the Pilot entrance in- 
to the whole of his insular lfe. He knew 
that the production of a false front, 
whether to hide a secret sin, or to pretend 
to be better than he really was, issued 
from the same common source within the 
heart. It germinates in the desire to be 
more than human, more than dependent, 
more than a pupil, more than a ehild,—in 
the desire to be a master, to be better, to 
be a possessor of things that belong only 
to God! And when Peter finally met his 
Lord again, it was only to say, as regards 
his loyalty, “Lord, Thou knowest, Thou 
knowest.” He is cured. His smoke screens 
are forever dssolved. His boast is now in 
the Lord! 

Or I think of another smoke sereen. A 
young man by the name of Saul, aggres- 
sive, proud, intellectual, popular and ambi- 
tious, who was increasingly gripped inward- 
ly,—though he refused to admit it!,—by 
the qualities of life which possessed the 
early Christians in Jerusalem. Stephen, 
who worshiped in the same synagogue with 
him, proved too much for him in debate 
about this Jesus. For Stephen had some- 
thing more than intelligence, something 
Saul wanted more than life: — assurance 
and calm and peace with God. The same 
Pilot was sailing around insular Saul, the 
same Benevolent Aggressor. The same in- 
vitation was extended him by the Host of 
men. He had found the sheltered haven 
and Saul was increasingly aware of His 
pressing desire to land. But Saul’s intel- 
lectual and moral and ancestral pride would 
not let Him. Saul would not allow Him 
to rule. He wanted to maintain a little 
property of his own! He would not ac- 
cept Another’s lordship in place of his own. 
He would not admit God’s complete lord- 
ship—sovereignty! And so to offset Him 
he raised a thick screen of vehement per- 
secution and zealous “fight” for the per- 
petuation of the “faith.” He gloatingly 
assented to Stephen’s death, madly out- 
stripped his zealous fellows in zeal by rid- 
ing to Damascus in the terrific heat of an 
oriental day to do terrible violence to meek 
Christians. How dense his smoke screen! 
But—he could not endure it,—and he 
broke. The screen dissolved partially and 
sufficiently in three short days, but it took 
years finally to clear. Saul becomes Paul 
the peaceful, Paul the royal ambassador, 
Paul the conquered of Christ’s God, Paul 
the mightiest man of Christian history and 
one of the few great men in the history of 
the world. 

The smoke screen of an increasing, mad, 
ardent Judaism, had to give way to the 
great Aggressor-Pilot whom Saul was per- 


But He saw through 


con- 
saw 
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secuting. Saul’s sin was not a peculiar 
kind, fantastic and abnormal, but one that 
is most normal in all men of strong convic- 
tions, But a narrow party-mind, vehement- 
ly held, only intensifies the screen behind 
which it seeks to hide from the all-seeing 
One. The screen in this case is nothing 
less than the protected and sheltered pos- 
session of something that is dearer to the 
individual than the Lordship of the God 
of Spirit and Truth. When the screen is 
dissolved, and the Benevolent-Aggressor- 
Pilot is invited in “to have and to hold,” 
there issues a life similar to that of the 
great “apostle of Faith.” 

I think of Paul on another occasion, 
meeting a group of men who are very much 
like men of today. Paul was invited to 
speak before a group of Athenian intel- 
lectuals. It was an honor. But while they 
accepted his statements about the general 
truths of religion, when he touched upon 
the matter of ethical judgment which 
would some day be made by the standard 
of the life of Jesus Christ, and that there 
was more to the good life than mere law, 
that there was a resurrection;—they threw 
up the smoke screen of typical intellec- 
tuals. They scoffed, critically mumbled one 
to another and dismissed the man of God 
with a statement, “Such a thing is impos- 
sible.” 

What a smoke screen! Men limit the ac- 
tivity and advance of God into their own 
lives and that of the world by that which 
is humanly “possible” of intellectual belief, 
by their little schemes and systems, and 
thus dismiss the Benevolent-Aggressor- 
Pilot by the smoke screen of an air-tight 
syllogism. And they remain in their “pos- 
sible” worlds, cold and limited and deter- 
mined. They know no God of miracle Who 
transcends the laws of the universe. They 
deny themselves the resurrection-life, the 
life of forgiveness and eternity. There is 
no smoke screen so modern, prevalent, fate- 
ful and sad! 

No wonder Paul left Athens so heavy of 
heart. The screen had dissolved for only a 
few there,—and God had failed. He still 
fails in Athens, in spite of Pauls. But 
babes and sucklings, publicans and harlots, 
—yes, even Corinthians—see the Kingdom 
quicker than Athenians! The smoke screens 

~are thicker, uglier, cruder, viler in Corinth, 
—but they are not so subtle and deadly. 
And screens may thwart God, and because 
they do they may destroy man! 

And so I might go on. I think of Festus 
and Felix and the smoke screen they threw 
up into the face of the blazing sincerity 
of Paul’s witness,—which in reality they 
threw into the face of the Pilot-God. How 
they shamefully saved themselves by slan- 
dering that glowing faith, calling it insan- 
ity! I think of Judas and his screen of 
despair lest Jesus,—even God,—would not 
forgive him a second time. Had He not 
forgiven him much and many times be- 
fore? God is always forgiving. I think 
of the screen of Pilate, poor Pilate. I 
wonder if the story is not really true that 
later he did invite Him in! I hope so. 
I think of Nathanael, that Israelite with- 
out guile, and how his smoke screen of con- 
tempt for lowly Nazareth dissolved before 
a Christ who could actually pierce his 
Judaic heart and mind! I think of the 
rich young ruler and his screen of religious 
respectability and his failure to let it be 
dissolved by downright sacrificial living 
and service. I think of Eve and her smoke 
screen of the serpent. And there are many 
others who still use the Devil as an alibi 
to refuse God’s lordship over their lives! 
I think of every human being, for each 
one is an immortal character in the vol- 
umes of biography kept alone and secretly 
by God, as they have here and there faced 
Him at some Samaritan well in life, per- 
haps through a new responsibility, a crisis, 
a single little word, or some thing or person 
that gave them a glimpse of the First and 
the Last One, the Eternal One, with Whom 
we all have to deal and Who wants us for 
Himself. The history of mankind could be 
written through the spectacles of “smoke 
screens,” around those alibis men put up 
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like smoke screens to hide their real selves 
from God and His saving invitation to sup 
with Him! History is the story of man’s 
alibis! 

Our minds dwell upon modern types of 
smoke screens which are much the same as 
those of the Bible, but a bit more complex 
and contemporary. 

One thinks of the denominationalist, who 
perpetuates a type of Christianity which he 
still thinks is found exclusively in the New 
Testament. But the Pilot with His little 
skiff sails around this insular ecclesiastic, 
perhaps through the means of historical 
criticism!—and tries to land in that shel- 
tered and protected haven of a cherished 
tenet, but, upon attempting to land, has 
a smoke screen thrust into His vision. 

Dean Sperry’s recent book on the bank- 


DON’T SAY A WORD 


Are you nervous and blue? 
In doubt what to do? 
Misunderstood, too? 

Don’t say a word. 


Is business so bad 

It’s hard to be glad? 

Inclined to get mad? 
Don’t say a word. 


Are things all awry? 

Does it seem vain to try? 

Must you worry and sigh? 
Don’t say a word. 


Climb bravely life’s hill, 

Do only God’s will, 

Trust Him and be still— 
Sh! Don’t say a word. 


—Grenville Kleiser 


ruptey of modern apologetics bears the 
sub-title, “Yes,—but—.” It epitomizes the 
reaction to the larger issue of Christ which 
is raised by every stickler for denomina- 
tional peculiarities when put to the test. 

Yes, he will admit the larger issue takes 
precedence, but—and then he proceeds to 
build his feeble apologetic for his little 
slant which eventually robs the larger issue 
of its potentiality. (What else is denomi- 
nationalism but a type of Humanism that 
denies the universal Fatherhood of God?) 
Smoke screen! In the end he is not willing 
to let God be God of Spirit and Truth. 
He wants to add his little “say,” and “to 
have and to hold” a little exclusive prop- 
erty or righteousness in his own name over 
the greater signature of the universal God! 
With a technicality he thwarts God’s de- 
mands! 

One thinks of the folks who are sticklers 
for moral habits of an external order, of 
those custodians of the ecclesiastical mores 
of the ages. They will grant the freedom 
of God’s grace to come into “the most un- 
likeliest hearts,’—but—should the recipi- 
ent of that grace deviate from the stand- 
ard of their set of external mores,—they 
are not ready to go the full way. Smoke 
screens! Pharasaical screens of cherished 
conduct-standards shut out the full coming 
of God. 

We look at the doctrinaire, whom we 
are very apt to be like. He is psychologic- 
ally no different than the ecclesiastic and 
the morally orthodox. He talks vigorously 
about the universalism contained within 
the Christian Gospel, which transcends all 
race, sex and class boundaries. But when 
the Pilot of the skiff of Truthful and Spir- 
itual cargo seeks to land in the protected 
haven of a certain form of baptism, of 
orders, of the Spirit’s entrance into hnu- 
mans’ hearts, of a certain form of obsery- 
ance of the Lord’s Supper, or the like,— 
the smoke sereen is drawn. He does not 
want Him to land, nor have full sway. He 
is afraid of a spiritual religion, of which 
God is the sole and only author, sustainer 
and validator. It might rob him of his 
little ecclesiastical property! He is too 
eager to hold a possession or two of his 
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own. He has denied the universalism of 
God’s Spirit and Truth, and its sufficiency. 
He will not let Him be Lord of life, as 
regards Truth and Spirit. He is afraid to 
ask Him for all of Himself, for fear he 
may have to face Him as He is,—just as 
He is! 

So it is with the modern intellectual who 
wants to be so consistent and scientific. 
He will grant the larger issues in theory, 
but when it comes to making a full sur- 
render in faith to that great God of Spirit 
and Truth in an ethical obedience, he 
raises his apologetical “but.” So it is with 
the -student who has identified essential 
Christianity with miracles, myths, folk- 
lore, baptisms, and the like. He sereens 
the larger ethical issue of the demands of 
a God of Spirit and Truth by raising the 
insignificant and technical question. In 
reality, he is afraid of God. All of us 
are so prone to want to hide some little 
miserable, divisive bit of self from the 
eyes of the Great Aggressor-Pilot! We 
want to stand on some little prop of our 
own righteousness. We do not want to 
come through clean! 

I think of Frank Buchman, whose little 
group has been badly treated by the critics 
who never get on the “inside” and hence 
know very little about the characters his 
method has produced. No doubt he over- 
emphasizes sex, a factor so dominant in 
youth. But when he faces the youth, and 
the youth begins to unburden his soul, he 
asks encouragingly, “Is there nothing more, 
—nothing more?” He leads the youngster 
to come through clean, to dissolve every 
last smoke screen of pretense before God. 
And after he stands in the blazing light of 
the Great Conscience, he breaks! Then the 
Great Forgiver and Lover is presented. 
The healing grace of God makes new. He 
walks in a different world,—the world of 
grace and love and forgiveness and peace. 
He has allowed the Pilot to land in every 
harbor and to take command of the whole 
life. 

If we would taste of real life and power, 
of the water that becomes a perennial 
spring within us to refresh self and com- 
munity, He will give it to us,—if we sin- 
cerely ask. We must have done with de- 
ceit. We must desire the dissolvement of 
every smoke screen and even the desire to 
concoct them,—these make-believes, pre- 
tentions, pious fronts, secret sins, that sin- 
ister desire to possess property which alone 
and always belongs to God. We must be- 
come as sincere and transparent as little 
children. 

Oh, men and women of this generation, 
says Jesus Christ, you who are drawing 
water from the wells of the world to which 
you must recurrently return,—Oh Church, 
ministry, parents, youth!—if you knew the 
gift of God, and Who it was that was 
speaking to you, even in these days,—you 
would ask Him and He would give yeu 
living water! 

He will give, if we ask honestly, sincere- 
ly, without deceit and without smoke 
screens. He is faithful, even when we are 
not. Jesus has said so and we trust Him 
because He not only said so, but because 
He was so! And generations of those in 
subsequent ages who have followed and 
obeyed Him answer “Yes.” They know. 
They know, and we may know, who He is. 
He is known only as we allow Him to 
make Himself known to us; by inviting 
Him in to sup and commune and walk 
with us, 


He came into the world to save sinners! 
If we will frankly admit we are such, 
confess our terrible need, ask His forgive- 
ness and empowerment, He will give us 
refreshment. But He cannot make Himself 
known unto such who are not sinners, to 
such as are throwing smoke screens into 
His gentle and friendly face! Not to those 


who quibble and are self-sufficient—who 


have no need of a physician! 
{Oh Gods cy an . 


“Just as I am, without one plea! 
But that Thou bid’st me come to Thee,— 
O Lamb of God, I come!” ry 
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Social Service in the New Triennium 
By JamEs M. Mutwan, D.D. 
embodying the various phases of work that draft whatever action may seem necessary 


An overture was presented to the Gen- 
eral Synod of 1908 that a fraternal dele- 
gate from the “Christian Socialist Fellow- 
ship” be received and heard from the floor 
of the Synod, and that the Synod appoint 
a delegate to the third annual convention 
of said Fellowship. The purpose of the 
“Christian Socialist Fellowship” was de- 
scribed to be “to permeate Churches with 
the social message of Jesus, to show that 
Socialism is the necessary economic expres- 
sion of the Christian life, to end the class 
struggle by establishing industrial democ- 
racy and to hasten the reign of justice 
and brotherhood upon the earth.” 

This overture was referred to a special 
committee, the substance of whose report 
was that while declining to grant the re- 
quests, “realizing the great importance of 
this subject, and also the many dangers 
and misconceptions connected with it, espe- 
cially in its relation to the Church,” rec- 
ommended the appointment of a commis- 
sion of representative men of our Church, 
to study the subject and bring in at the 
next General Synod “a carefully prepared 
and comprehensive report.” This report 
was adopted and the commission was ap- 
pointed. 

This commission reported to the General 
Synod of 1911. After felicitating the Gen- 
eral Synod of 1908 for having declined to 
receive or appoint a delegate having to do 
with the “Christian Socialist Fellowship,” 
the report said: “In view of the liberty of 
thought and the freedom of conscientious 
convictions for which the Reformed Church 
has always stood . . . this whole question 
ought to be left to the intelligent study 
and thought of the individual citizen.” 

However, the social issue was not dispos- 
ed of, and in 1914 the General Synod was 
overtured by one of the Classes for the 
appointment of a commission on Social 
Service. This item was referred to a spe- 
cial committee on Evangelism and Social 
Service that made a favorable report, the 
substance of which was: “If the full Gospel 
is to be preached, the social ideals of Chris- 
tianity must be proclaimed and lived by 
the Church,” and the Church cannot escape 
the obligation to consider most seriously 
such questions as the more equitable dis- 
tribution of the world’s wealth, as well as 
numerous other economic and moral ques- 
tions which pertain to the social life of 
the world. This report recommended the 
creation of a Department of Social Service 
by the Board of Home Missions for the 
purpose of giving information and inspira- 
tion to the Church upon such matters. 

This was the beginning of organized 
social service in the Reformed Church. 
From that point to the present there is a 
brief sketch of its development in the 
Triennial. Report of the Board of Home 
Missions to the recent General Synod and 
published as a part of that Report in the 
Minutes of the General Synod, together 
with social pronouncements, pages 151-156. 

The Social Service Commission is ap- 
pointed by the Board of Home Missions 
for a term of three years. Recently the 
Board reappointed the Commission as it 
had been constituted in 1929, consisting 
of Prof. E. E. Kresge, chairman; J. M. 
Mullan, secretary; Rev. David Dunn, Ewald 
Haase, Miss Ruth Gillan, Dr. J. Franklin 
Meyer, Rev. C. J. Snyder, Rev. John Som- 
merlatte. Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer, as the 
general secretary of the Board of Home 
Missions, is an ex-officio member; and the 
chairman of the Synodical Committees on 
Social Service and Rural Work, as also 
representative of the Woman’s Missionary 
Society, are advisory members. An asso- 
ciate relationship exists between the Com- 
mission and the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, with exchange of representatives 
from the staff members of these organiza- 
tions. 

The Commission at the first meeting fol- 
lowing its appointment, in September, 
adopted a program for the new triennium, 


had been discussed at the meeting, and 
elastic enough for additional features that 
may advisably be adopted from time to 
time. One item of this program is the task 
of undertaking to inform and interest the 
constituency of the Reformed Church in 
the social objectives set forth in the pro- 
nouncements that the General Synod adopt- 
ed. A committee was appointed to pre- 
pare this material for use in discussion 
groups and publish the same in convenient 
form for the purpose. These pronounce- 
ments cover the subjects of World Peace, 
Old Age Pensions, Unemployment, Mar- 
riage and the Home, Civil Liberties, Race 
Relations, Crime and Lawlessness, Prohibi- 
tion—especially Temperance, and the Mo- 
tion Picture. 


CHRISTIANITY’S SMILES PUT 
FROWNS ON THE RUN 


The man fond of talking religion 
does not have much time for Chris- 
tian living. Those doing it should 
quit. It does not concern the pew. 

But Christianity does, and permits 
of no argument, because it is too 
busy making life easier, people kind- 
er, causing smiles to chase frowns. 

Christianity is cheerfulness, pro- 
motes happiness, brings joy, causes 
laughter, puts a grip in handshakes 
and makes friends because it is 
friendly. 

It demands nothing because it is 
too busy giving. Take your own 
case. Why are you nice to other peo- 
ple? Something causes it. Call it 
what you please, we call it Chris- 
tianity. 

It is the finest thing in the world 
and is taught by the greatest thing 
on earth. Why not share in its ben- 
efits? Easiest thing imaginable if 
we go to the right place for instruc- 
tion. 

This page names and locates sev- 
eral hundred. If you have none of 
your own, try any on the list. It 
may be what you need and you may 
not know it. 

Going it alone is played out. We 
must have and give help. Selfish- 
ness never was a success, and now 
is entirely out of date. 

Churches are such friendly affairs 
to those who give them a chance. 
Christianity is the pass-word to the 
Lodge of Right Living. 

Don’t take our word for it, find 
out for yourself. Why not do it 
Sunday? —Benjamin A. Fryer, in 

The Reading Eagle 


These are all outstanding social ques- 
tions, for which, the General Synod said as 
early as 1914, the Church cannot escape 
responsibility. The Commission will co- 
operate as vigorously as possible, under its 
limitations, with .the Federal Council’s 
Commission on International Justice and 
Goodwill, as well as with other agencies 
for the promotion of the Peace Movement. 

In the pronouncement adopted by the 
General Synod on World Peace it is said: 


“Tn the event of war we insist that every 


man is free to give his first allegiance to 
God and therefore refrain from engaging 
in armed combat if such a course is dictat- 
ed by a pure conscience.” There came be- 
fore the General Synod an overture from 
one of the Classes requesting “to take such 
action as may be necessary to establish 
the status of a member of the Reformed 
Church who has conscientious objections 
against war as being the same as that of 
the Society of Friends.” This request was 
referred to the Social Service Commission 
and is now in the hands of a committee to 


to accomplish that end. However, it may 
be said that the status of the Friends was 
attained not by ecclesiastical actions but 
by conscientious objectors among them 
who suffered for their convictions and paid 
a great price to establish that status. It 
may be that this is the only way to estab- 
lish such a status. A one-act play pre- 
sented in a recent Armistice Day celebra- 
tion in Philadelphia entitled “The Un- 
known Soldier Speaks,” the unknown sol- 
dier affirmed that in the final analysis the 
only way to abolish wars is for the people 
to refuse to fight, and take the conse- 
quences. That may be true, to discover the 
effectiveness of which may require another 
attempt to go to war. 

This matter must be carried into the 
schools. Another overture that came be- 
fore the recent meeting of the Commission 
requested the Commission’s reaction to the 
practice of requiring military training in 
land-grant colleges. The Commission took 
the following action: “That all courses of- 
fered in the military departments of such 
colleges should be made elective, that is, 
should be put on the same basis as other 
courses required by the Morrill Act. That 
until this is effected every student having 
conscientious objections to military train- 
ing should be excused from taking such 
courses.” 

The Commission will likewise co-operate 
with the Committee of the Federal Coun- 
cil on Marriage and the Home, and in 
other ways seek to serve the interest of 
family life, from the standpoint of the 
‘Christian ideals of love and marriage. 
Since Sept. 1, 1932, Rev. L. Foster Wood, 
former professor in the Colgate-Rochester 
Divinity School, is serving as whole-time 
secretary of the Federal Council’s Com- 
mittee. This promises to be an advance 
step of great importance in the Church’s 
handling of problems in this field. 

The General Synod referred to the Com- 
mission for further study of the question 
of Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage, upon 
which General Synod’s Executive Commis- 
sion had given much time and attention 
during the last triennium. General Synod’s 
pronouncement upon Marriage and the 
Home says: “The Church should establish 
and deepen in the lives of the young men 
and women under its care a sense of the 
spiritual values of married life. It should 
also, by the service of a ministry adequate- 
ly trained in this matter, help married 
people to understand marital problems and 
to make adjustments that conditions re- 
quire. . . There may be circumstances 
under which the Church should not deny 
those who fail in marriage a second trial 
under more favorable conditions.” This 
matter is in the hands of a committee of 
the Commission that is working upon it. 

Another matter of vital importance that 
will especially engage the attention of the 
Commission throughout this triennium is 
that of social insurance. Already Work- 
men’s Compensation and Mothers’ Pensions 
have become familiar parts of our social 
system for the protection of those persons 
to whom it applies. The next step in 
social insurance, that the times demand 
and for which there is a volume of senti- 
ment which is rapidly increasing, is the 
enactment of laws providing for compul- 
sory unemployment insurance and also 
compulsory old age pensions. These things 
ean no longer be left to the goodwill of 
employers. Both are seen to be, in these 
terrible times, essential for the welfare 
of the people which the State must make 
mandatory. There are features of these 
forms of insurance that need to be settled 
by discussion. The General Synod’s pro- 
nouncements favor a system that will be 
financed by the workers, the employers and 
the government. That the government 
should be a party to any system of unem- 
ployment insurance will be strenuously con- 
troverted by many who nevertheless favor 
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an unemployment insurance system to be 
financed by the workers and employers 
alone. The matter is so important that 
controversy should not be allowed to stand 
in the way of inaugurating such a system 
as can be agreed upon that will take care 
of the needs to be covered. Experience 
will in the end decide what should be the 
system. As for old age pensions, already 
the State is engaged in caring for the poor 
who are unable to provide for their needs 
and have no relatives who can help them. 
At least, in its initial stage, old age pen- 
sions will have to be financed by the 
State. The General Synod’s pronouncement 
on Old Age Pensions favors the pension 
system for the State’s dependents, in pref- 
erence to the Old Folks’ Homes now main- 
tained by the State under the name of 
“Poor House’ or “County Home,” and 
advocates the maintenance of “Homes” 
for those only who cannot otherwise be 


Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


London, England.—Some discussion has 
been aroused by the refusal of the Dean 
of Peterborough, Dr. J. G. Simpson, to 
allow Elgar’s ‘Dream of Gerontius,” based 
on Newman’s well-known poem, to be per- 
formed in Peterborough Cathedral by a 
local choral and orchestral society. The 
reason he gives is that not simply are the 
words and musie the work of Roman 
Catholics, but that the theme supports a 
doctrine which the Church of England 
denies; namely, that of Purgatory. If, he 
says, the “Dream” were performed in an 
Anglican Church, it would be “just the 
same as if we went into a Roman Catho- 
lic Church and performed anything which 
controverted an important part of their 
belief.” The Dean’s decision has come as 
a surprise, for this work has been per- 
formed regularly at the Three Choirs Fes- 
tivals, held in the cathedrals of Worces- 
ter, Hereford, and Gloucester, the Dean 
of Worcester, however, making it a con- 
dition that the text should be slightly al- 
tered, and that the name of the Virgin 
Mary be omitted. The Peterborough veto 
is strongly supported by the “Guardian,” 
which remarks that it is beside the point 
to argue that the poem preaches its doc- 
trine beautifully, and that the doctrine is 
in this instance matched to imposing mu- 
sic. “It does matter,” continues this pa- 
per, “alike from the theological and the 
artistic standpoint, what words you sing 
in a Church, and it is a good thing that 
in these illogical and sentimental days 
the voice of reason should be heard.” The 
whole point of the poem, it says, les in 
its doctrine of Purgatory, and of the 
power of the prayers of the saints to miti- 
gate its torments—a doctrine wholly out 
of keeping with all the rest of the 
Chureh‘s worship today. 

The Gambling Evil—A most useful 
piece of work must be placed to the credit 
of the Christian Social Council, an organ- 
ization on which all the Churches, except 
the Roman Catholic, are represented. 
When the Royal Commission on Lotteries 
and Betting was appointed, this council 
entrusted to a special committee the task 
of preparing a body of evidence which 
would express the judgment of the 
Churches on this issue. As a result of sev- 
eral months’ labors, there has now been 
laid before the commission a statement of 
facts and conclusions, running to over 
30,000 words, and including detailed con- 
structive proposals — educational, social 
and legislative. It is believed that the 
Christian Churehes of England have never 
before presented to any commission or 
Parliamentary committee so careful and 
thorough an analysis of any particular 
problem. The council’s statement was sup- 
ported, at a recent hearing, by the Arch- 
bishop of York and several other wit- 


provided for, and first-class institutions 
for those who are physically or mentally 
in need of such care. This pronouncement 
favors 65 as the retiring age under an 
adequate pension system. 

Another item in the program of the 
Commission that will be featured during 
the current triennium is the promotion of 
Temperance and Temperance Education. 
The General Synod has instructed the 
Board of Christiam Education to institute 
and carry forward such a campaign. The 
Social Service Commission will co-operate 
with the Board of Christian Education in 
this effort, as will also the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society. A program is in process 
of formulation by a joint committee of 
these three agencies of the Church.~ The 
General Synod not only adopted the pro- 
nouncement recommended by the Social 
Service Commission, reaffirming its pre- 
vious position of adherence to the 18th 
Amendment and the Volstead Act, but also 
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nesses who gave first-hand evidence of 
the nature and extent of the gambling 
evil, and whose testimony was unshaken 
by cross-examination. Three days were 
occupied by this hearing, and a remark- 
able change in the attitude and atmos- 
phere of the Commission was noted at the 
close of this period. One of the features 
of the evidence that contributed to make 
an impression was the fact that all the 
representatives of the Churches were 
agreed concerning the nature of the evil 
and the best methods of combatting it. In- 
cidentally, this admirable example of 
combined action has done good service to 
the cause of religious unity. 

Notes and News.—Next year Dr. Syd- 
ney Cave will succeed Dr. A. E. Garvie as 
principal of Hackney and New Colleges, 
London. . . . A medical missionary, Dr. 
William McLean, at present head of the 
Church Mission to Jews Hospital at Jeru- 
salem, will accompany next year’s Mount 
Everest expedition. . . . Sir Flinders Pet- 
rie, who is now in his 80th year, explor- 
ing Old Gaza, intends next summer to 
take up his permanent residence in Pal- 
estine. ... On New Year’s Day the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury will inaugurate a 
new series of Sunday evening sermons 
from the British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion. Their subject will be, “God and the 
World Through Christian Eyes.” ... The 
Very Rev. Dr. “Dick” Sheppard, who is 
wintering in the South of France, will 
keep in touch with the religious life of 
this country, by acting as religious ad- 
viser to readers of the “Quiver,” a 
monthly magazine. ... The Dean of West- 
minster fears for the safety of the Abbey 
if more large buildings are erected near 
it. One cannot take a service in the 
Henry VII Chapel without feeling a vi- 
bration that was not noticeable a few 
months ago. . . . Thirty Churches united 
recently in a week’s open-air evangelistic 
mission at Southend. All the Free Church 
ministers stood from 7 to 9 A. M. at the 
four railway stations to distribute lit- 
erature to the commuters and invite them 
to the services.... A joint conference of 
representatives of the Church of England 


and of the Evangelical Free Churches,’ 


held at Lambeth Palace, has sent out an 
appeal for closer co-operation and a new 
comradeship on the basis of the unity that 
already exists. It suggests that, in their 
several localities, clergy and ’ ministers 
should take counsel together for common 
witness to the central truths of Chris- 
tianity in face of a civilization inereas- 
ingly secular. 

Obiter Dicta.—The older one grows and 
the more one reads, declares Ernest Jeffs, 
the more does “The Pilgrim’s Progress” 
appear to be sheer miracle. ... “God re- 
stores our bodies by sleep,” says the Rev, 


appointed a special committee to draw up 
a supplementary statement, which was 
adopted, adding, specifically, “That our 
congregations be urged to study anew the 
facts about alcohol and the liquor traffic, 
with a view to the achievement of per- 
sonal self-control, whatever the law may 
be.” This resolution constitutes the pre- 
mise upon which the co-operative campaign 
for Temperance and Temperance Education 
will be based and carried forward. 

The Educational Committee of the Com- 
mission that has done splendid service in 
securing articles for publication in the 
Church papers upon a wide range of so- 
cial subjects will continue to function dur- 
ing the new triennium, and will in this 
way seek to further the purpose of the 
Commission, as originally constituted by 
the General Synod, of “giving information 
and inspiration to the Church in these 
matters.” 


A. E, Whitham, “our minds by change, 
and our souls by forgiveness.” ... The 
Rev. Norman Godall points out that there 
is an enormous difference between any at- 
tempt to harness the resources of prayer 
to our own ends and the spirit which 
would bring all .our needs to a wisdom 
vaster than our own. ... Apart from all 
differences as between town and country, 
says the Rev. B. C. Plowright, a new min- 
istry is being forced upon us—the minis- 
try of the open air... . After deseribing 
a Sunday service on board ship, con- 
ducted by an Anglican canon, in which 
Methodist, Congregationalist, and Duteh 
Reformed ministers took part, Dr. J. D. 
Jones asks: “Why can’t we be as united 
on shore as we seem able to be at sea?” 

. . Christian union, according to Dr. Sid- 
ney M. Berry, is not a problem for the 
ecclesiastical engineer with his formulae 
and phrases, but for the religious prophet 
who can rally the seattered forces under 
a triumphant banner. . . . “Any litera- 
ture worth the name.” declares Dr. J. A. 
Hutton, “is the ery of man from the 
depths or from the heights.” 


New Books in England.—The official 
life of “Lord Oxford and Asquith” is 
being criticized for its lack of any recog- 
nition of what that statesman owed to his 
Puritan ancestry and early Congrega- 
tional upbringing. .. . “The New Testa- 
ment and Its Transmission” (Hodder), by 
Prof. G. Milligan, is intended primarily 
for the ordinary Bible-reader, not the . 
theologically trained student. ... “The 
Literary Genius of the New Testament” , 
(Clarendon Press), by P. ©. Sands, is a 
companion volume to a similar study by 
the same author of the characteristic lit- ‘ 
erary features of the Old Testament. ... ” 
“A Short Religious History of Israel” (S. ; 
C. M.), by.E. W. Hammond, is a useful P 
account of the development of religious 
thought from Moses to Christ.... J. R. ] 
Richards, a missionary at Shiraz, has 
completed a fully documented volume on 
“The Religion of the Baha-is” (S. P. C._ 
K.). ... G A. Gollock’s “Daughters of — 
Africa” (Longmans) shows what edueca- 
tion and Christian influences ean do for 
African women. ... The Rev. J. A. Chap- — 
man has written a useful “Introduetion ier 
Schleiermacher” (Epworth Press). ... M. — 
J. Landa’s “Palestine As It Is” (Gold- ‘ 
ston) is the most hopeful account of the 
Zionist experiment that has appeared for — 
some time... . A full account of the a ims 
of the ‘Oxford Group Movement is ¢g 
by the Rev. Geoffrey Allen in “He 
Cometh” ice. mage Be ol 
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OUR JAPAN MISSION AT THE 
BREAKING POINT 


There are persons in our Church who 
would caution me not to sound this note 
of alarm. They do not realize, however, 
the desperate situation of our missionaries 
in Japan. The latest cablegram received 
on Saturday, Nov. 26, is as follows: “Need 
at once $5,000 Gold. Must have $24,000 
Gold next month. The need is urgent. 
Unless you increase remittances, we can- 
not continue. Consequences will be serious.” 
This entire amount must be sent before the 
end of 1932. The Board is unable at pres- 
ent to send any amount. 

After suffering in silence for months, for 
lack of funds, the Japan Mission appeals 
again to our Church, through the Board 
of Foreign Missions, for immediate help. 
There is only one way to meet this pressing 
need,—it is by pastors and Consistories ac- 
quainting their membership with the crit- 
ical situation in Japan and challenging 
them for larger contributions for the work 
without delay. 

Amid the many appeals for help, our 
members should seriously think, for what 
and to what they should give. No one is 
too poor to give something. It is the many 
small gifts that will support the mission- 
aries, and keep them at their work. Let 
not the smallness.of your gift hinder the 
giving of it. 

Allen R. Bartholomew, Secretary. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 
Bobbie Burns sings: . 
“Some hae meat that canna eat, 

And some would eat that want it; 


But we hae meat, and we can eat, 
Sae let the Lord be thankit.” 


Surely none of us lacked our Thanks- 
giving bounties and blessings. Thanksgiv- 
ing contributions to our Salary Fund since 
our last report, are as follows: Emma A. 
Roeder, $5; Jr. C. E. Society, St. Stephen’s 
Church, Perkasie, Pa., per Mary Heavener, 
Treas. $5; Mrs. Mary N. McLean, $5; Total 
to date, $183.50. Thank you! Please make 
all checks payable to Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, 
and send direct to the “Messenger” office. 
Make your contribution a Christmas gift 
to this worthy work. 


GREETINGS TO AN HONORED 
CENTENARIAN 


The “Messenger” is happy to join the 
host of friends of Dr. Wm. M. Guilford, 
eminent physician of Lebanon, Pa., and 
oldest alumnus of the University of Penn- 
sylvania, who on last Saturday, Nov. 26, 
celebrated his 100th birthday, in extending 
felicitations and wishing for him ever- 
deepening joy and peace. Dr. Guilford 
began the practice of medicine in Lebanon 
78 years ago. Although he has retired, 
he continues active in mind and body, and 
one of the fine things said about him in 
the newspaper account of this celebration, 
in which many distinguished men joined, 
is that the Lord’s Day finds Dr. Guilford 
in his pew at St. John’s Reformed Church, 
where he has for several generations been 
a useful officer and member. What a fine 
example for younger men in a time of spir- 
itual need like this. We all join in saying: 
“God bless Dr. Guilford.” 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Rey. R. Pierce Beaver, Ph.D., to 4038 
Taylor Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Rev. Paul I. Deppen from 1110 8. Pine 
St., to 124 N. West St., York, Pa. 


Rey. Clarence E. Whetstone from New- 
ton, N. C., to 540 Columbia Ave., Palmer- 
ton, Pa. 


Our Christmas number will be issued 


Dec. 15. 


Rey. Dr. Gottfried Badertscher, Louis- 
ville, Ky., died Oct 4. Account later. 

The First Church, Lexington, N. C., Dr. 
J. C. Leonard, pastor, has lost a valuable 
member in the death of Philip A. Hedrick. 


Dr. R.. Pierce Beaver will be ordained 
to the holy ministry and installed in Cin- 
cinnati, O., on Dee. 4. 

Dr. Leinbach of the “Messenger” ad- 
dressed the faculty and students of Ten- 
nent College of Christian Education on 
Nov. 25. 

The Reformed Ministerium of Philadel- 
phia was addressed on Noy. 21 by the 
Rev. James W. Bright, of Philadelphia, 
on the “Four-fold Life in Theory and in 
Practice.” Eighteen pastors attended, 

Order your Christmas ecards and books 
early at the Book Store of the Board of 
Christian Education. You will be de- 
lighted at the fine assortment and pleased 
with the prices. 

Rev. E. C. Burkhardt, late of Thorn- 
ville, O., died Nov. 17. Recently he has 
been supplying at Canal Winchester, where 
the funeral was held Noy. 28. Fuller ae- 
count later. 

The Rev. V. J. Tingler has resigned his 
pastorate in the First Church, Sandusky, 
O., in order to accept a eall of St. Paul’s 
Church, Meadville, Pa. He will begin his 
ministry there on Jan. 1, 1933. 


What the Every Member Canvass Does for 
My Church: 
“Brings back to pastor and consistory 
the condition of the parish.”—Rev. F. E. 
Luchs, Monroe, Pa. 


A good friend is J. G. Brown, now a 
resident of Delaware and a member of the 
M. E. Church, who writes: “Have been 
taking the ‘Messenger’ for 40 years, and 
can’t get along without its weekly visits.” 
Thank God for such faithful supporters! 

Mr. Howard Riegel Knecht, long a 
faithful member and officer of our Church, 
passed away at his home, 72 E. Market 
St., Bethlehem, Pa., last week. Services 
were held Nov. 25, at 2 P. M., at the home, 
with interment in Nisky Cemetery. 

St. John’s, Tamaqua, Pa., Rev. J. Arthur 
Schaeffer, reports an auspicious Rally Day 
on Oct. 30, with large audiences morning 
and evening. Rev. J. M. Mengel, former 
pastor, brought the much appreciated 
evening message. Offering, $800. 

One of our Lancaster ministers in re- 
newing his subscription writes: “The 
‘Messenger’ is a necessity. It shows yearly 
improvement and is most effective. We 
are in full accord with its decisive stand 
on current evils outside and inside the 
Church organism.” 

If you have some old Church Hymnals 
no longer used in your congregation, 
which you are willing to give to another 
congregation or to sell at a reasonable 
price, please communicate with Rev. W. 
R. Hartzell, Lykens, Pa. Often folks can 
help each other in this way. 

Preparations are being made for the 
annual Stewardship Essay and _ Poster 
Contest to be held early in 1933. The 
program of study promises to be of inter- 
est to the students and teachers in our 
Sunday Schools. Definite announcement 
will be made in due time. 


What the Every Member Canvass Does for 
My Church: 

“With the generous help of the Laymen’s 
League a contact was made with every 
member of our congregation. Good will 
has been increased and financial support is 


encouraging for these lines.’—Rev. Scott 
R. Wagner, D.D., Hagerstown, Md. 


A Potomac Synod pastor writes: “I think 
the articles by Dr. Noss are superlative in 
form and content—and in length. They 
are bound to do much good. The Thanks- 
giving Number is certainly fine. Most 
‘Messenger’ readers in my charge have 
been subscribers for years and it has be- 
come an important part of their life.” 


Monsignor Nevin F. Fisher, a high pre- 
late in the Roman Catholie Church in 
Philadelphia, died last week. Born in 
Center Co., Pa., the son of a pastor of our 
Church, he graduated from F. and M. 
College in 1870 and soon thereafter united 
with the R. C. Church, where he rendered 
a notable service. 

Rev. Edgar W. Kohler, St. Paul’s, Sum- 
mit- Hill, Pa., preached the Thanksgiving 
sermon at the Community Thanksgiving 
Service held in the Summit Hill High 
School Auditorium. His theme was 
“Thanksgiving in 1932.” All the elergy- 
men of the town took part in the service 
and the musical program was rendered by 
a merged choir. 

The Philadelphia Club of Cedar Crest 
College was delightfully entertained Nov. 
7 at Cedar Crest College, Allentown, with 
a luncheon given by Mrs. Curtis, Mrs. Bal- 
liet and Mrs. Anewalt. A social time fol- 
lowed at the president’s home. The next 
meeting will be held Dee. 5 at the home 
of Mrs. Walter Scott, president of the 
Cedar Crest College Club. 


Representatives of the New York Bible 
Society have handed some part or all of 
the Bible in 79 different languages in the 
city and harbor of New York during the 
past year to persons of all these varied 
nationalities. It may be even more sur- 
prising to some to know that the Holy 
Seriptures around the world have been 
translated into 924 different languages 
and dialects. 


The Executive Committee is exceedingly 
grateful to the Missionary and Steward- 
ship Committees for arranging for the 
large number of Consistorial Conferences 
held throughout the denomination these 
weeks. Through their conduct of the same 
the expenses have been held down to a 
minimum. They have drafted other 
brethren who have willingly accepted ser- 
vice and prospered every cause along the 
line, 


The annual Thank Offering service of the 
Woman’s Society, the Young Ladies’ Aux- 
iliary, the Girls’ Guild and the Mission 
Band of Grace Church, York, Pa., Rev. 
Irvin A. Raubenhold, pastor, was held on 
Nov. 13. Two pageants were presented: 
“Coins in Action” by the Mission Band, 
under direction of the Misses Henrietta 
Fissel and Ardelle Morse, and “Upon Thine 
Altar,” by the Young Ladies’ Auxiliary, 
under direction of Mrs. Raubenhold. 


In St. Peter’s, Barnesville, Pa., Rev. J. 
Arthur Schaeffer, supply pastor, the Lord’s 
Supper was celebrated Nov. 13 with prac- 
tically the whole congregation participat- 
ing. Additions by confirmation, 9. Offer- 
ing, $97, the amount needed to pay full 
Apportionment. Here is a beautiful ex- 
ample where a few went even beyond 
“the second mile” to contribute for the 
many unable to do so under existing eco- 
nomic conditions. They responded nobly 
to the challenge. 


Only a few orders have been received 
for the Stewardship diaries. The Execu- 
tive Committee has ordered only a limited 
number, but these should find their way 
into the hands of our people. We have 
thousands of systematic givers in our 
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Church, and others who are just begin- 
ning to give proportionately and systemat- 
ically might well use one of these diaries, 
in which provision is made for the tabu- 


lation of income and expenses, together 
with the presentation of the principles 
of Christian Stewardship. 


The Union Reformed and Lutheran 
Church in Gratz, Pa., has been celebrating 
its 100th anniversary Nov. 19-27. The Re- 


formed pastor, Dr. Calvin P. Wehr, has 
been assisted during the week by Revs. 
W. R. Hartzell and C. W. Walck, D.D., and 
at the Preparatory and Holy Communion 
services, Noy. 26 and 27, the guest preacher 
was Dr. Leinbach, editor of the “Messen- 
ger.” The large attendance was particular- 
ly encouraging, and revealed a devotion to 
the Church which speaks volumes for the 
faithful people. 

Anyone who would like to have a little 
sketch to present to their people on the 
Every Member Canvass, might write to 
Rev. F. J. Sehmuck, of W. Hollywood, 
Cal., for a copy of his little sketch, “One 


Problem.” In this sketch he presents 
characters to represent the Church, the 
worker, the disinterested ones, those 


whose names are on the roll and the negli- 
gent members. The whole presentation 
would require but about 15 minutes, and 
it is helpful and suggestive. 

The Motter Memorial Bible Class of 
Grace Church, York, Pa., Rey. Irvin A. 
Raubenhold, pastor, observed its annual 
Every-Member-Present Sunday, on Nov. 20, 
with 142 present. The speaker was Attor- 
ney Walter B. Hays, of York, supt. of the 
First Presbyterian 8. S. and president of 
the York Co. Sabbath School Association. 
The class attended the Church service when 
the pastor and teacher of the class, Rev. 
Mr. Raubenhold, preached on “The Chris- 
tian’s Obligations.” 

In Salem Church, Allentown, Pa., Dr. 
Wm. F. Kosman, pastor, the Leadership 
Training is in charge of Dr. Nevin C. 
Harner, of the Theological Seminary, Lan- 
easter, who filled the pulpit Oct. 30 and 
organized the work. On Home Mission Day 
addresses on the Winnebago Indians were 
given by H. Stanley Reichenbach, Mrs. A. 
A. Munsch and the pastor. The cantata 
“Rebekah,” by Barney was given Nov, 20, 
and the minister spoke on “The Laymen’s 
Inquiry” at the Thank Offering service 
of the W. M. S. on Nov. 27. 


Much literature for the Every Member 
Canvass is being ordered by pastors and 
Canvass directors at this time. It is evi- 
dent that many Churches are preparing 
for the Canvass. As many as 5,000 pieces 
of literature were sent out from the office 
of the Executive Committee with one 
mail. The Churches are beginning to ap- 
preciate the values of a thorough Visita- 
tion Canvass. It is the personal touch 
that wins, and this year this should be 
given, since many hearts are tender and 
need a word of encouragement, but should 
not be passed by in a plea to participate 
in Kingdom work. 

The Myerstown, Pa., Church, Rev. David 
Lockart, minister, suffered seriously by 
death during the period from Nov. 9 to 19. 
Beginning with the death of Mrs. Daniel 
Olewine, the mother of the president of the 
congregation, there followed two sudden 
deaths removing Mr. Miles W. Baney and 
Mrs. Mary K. Klahr, the mother of the 
Church organist. Then John P. Spangler 
died, to be followed by Mrs. Elizabeth 
Beckley. A number of the departed were 
among the most faithful attendants and 
supporters of the congregation. They had 


What the Every Member Canvass Does for 
My Church: 


“The annual Every Member Canvass rais- 
ed more money for our Church and mis- 
sions than any previous method ever tried. 
To assume success, the minister must lead 
in preparing for the same until it is all 
completed. With us thus far it has only 
been a business proposition. The spiritual 
approach can only be made with real con- 
secrated canvassers. They are few.’—Rev. 
H. W. J. Schulz, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


PRAYER 


Thou Shepherd of Israel, guard 
and guide Thy flock of homeless 
children, which Thou hast trustfully 
brought under the care and into the 
keeping of Thy people in the insti- 
tutions of our beloved Church. We 
thank Thee for this trust and the 
challenge to our faith and Christian 
love. 

We thank Thee for our Orphans’ 
Homes and the understanding and 
sympathetic hearts of our beloved 
superintendents and their compan- 
ions, who are ardently seeking to 
minister lovingly in the place of de- 
parted or absentee parents. 

Sanctify their talents, their faith, 
their godly patience, their manifold 
skills and their rich humanities, as 
they represent us in bringing new 
strength and good cheer into the 
dimmed lives of our entrusted wards. 

Make Thy Church willing to sup- 
ply the bread and comfort and all 
those cultural and spiritual blessings 
which the children need to grow up 
into the fulness of the stature and 
spirit of their Saviour Jesus Christ. 

May this Christmas season produce 
an outpouring of heart and help that 
will lift from the heart of the ad- 
ministrative officers in these institu- 
tions every care, and fill them with 
joy and gladness in their appointed 
substitutionary and sacred work. 

Amen. 


been associated with the Church since its 
earliest days. 


Our old friend, Dr. E. D. Wettach, kind- 
ly writes: “Have just read your Thanks- 
giving Number with deep interest and I 
simply must congratulate you and your 
readers. Dr. Noss is always inspiring. 
‘Temples of the Holy Spirit’? by Rev. Mr. 
Sterner gives one much food for thought 
and I especially liked ‘Help for Our Homes’ 
by Rev. Mr. Singley. By the way, it 
would pay the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion to publish that in pamphlet form and 
send it to every pastor and consistory in 
the Church.” We have received many 
words of approbation for our Thanksgiving 
Number, and good words about the Book 
Number are already coming in. 


Representatives of 7 Churches of Buffalo 
met for their Fall Rally of the Churchmen’s 
League in Trinity Church Noy. 10. The 
inspirational and business sessions were 
presided over by Mr. Edwin Kling (Zion 
Reformed), who presented the purposes of 
the League and urged the men to greater 
loyalty. The speaker was Rev. Carl R. 
Stoll, of Amherst Community Church, and 
he told from his experience what the com- 
munity Church aims to do. The singing of 
hymns by the audience and selections by 
a Men’s Chorus were enjoyable features. 
Officers for the ensuing year were chosen 
and Mr. Edwin Kling was unanimously re- 
elected president. A social hour followed 
with the men of Trinity as hosts. 


Rev. W. A. Settlage, of St. Louis, Mo., 
reports a novel feature in the Every 
Member Canvass. Inspired by the exam- 
ple set by the Churches of the Evangel- 
ical Synod of N. A., his canvassers took 
with them in their visitation copies of 
the Church paper and devotional liter- 
ature, presenting these to the families and 
securing subscriptions and orders. In 
many cases that would be easily possible 
for our canvassers. In the spiritual ap- 
proach of the Canvass, the Church paper 
and Christian literature can be made a 
talking point. If we can get our people 
to read our Chureh papers and devotional 
literature, they will easily be won to the 
reading of the literature on the causes 
and the great work being done through 
our Boards and their workers. 

Home Mission Day was observed in the 
4 congregations of the Shrewsbury, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, on Nov. 
7 and 13. A special Armistice Day service 
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was held in St. Paul, Shrewsbury, Nov. 13, 
in the evening, and the York Branch of the 
Socialist Party attended in a body. Thanks- 
giving services were held in all 4 congre- 
gations on Noy. 20 and 27. A Thanks- 
giving pageant was given by the young 
people of St. John, Sadler, on Noy. 20. 
Union Thanksgiving services were held 
Nov. 23, at 7.30 P. M. in the M. E. Church, 
Shrewsbury, and Bethany, New Freedom. 
The young people of St. Paul are rehears- 
ing the Christmas cantata “Gwen Allen’s 
Christmas” and the young people of Beth- 
any are preparing “Tinsel and Gold.” 

Dr. Rufus C. Zartman, the Evangelist, 
was in Grace Church, Greencastle, Pa., Rev. 
G. Ermine Plott, pastor, Nov. 20 to 27, 
inclusive. He also preached in the Union 
Thanksgiving service, by action of the 
Greencastle ministerium. The music for 
the week was under the direction of David 
Martin, choir director, and Mrs. A. Neill 
Brumbaugh, organist. Much interest was 
aroused in these services, which were con- 
ducted under the direction of the Commit- 
tee on Evangelism: J. Edward Omwake, 
Ross S. Gordon, Frank Gossard, Guy D. 
Gilbert and Miss Mary Rhodes. Dr. Zart- 
man had preached in Grace ‘Church several 
years ago, when the building was rededi- 
cated, and there was unanimous desire for 
his return. 


If the requests for literature and coun- 
sel in the Every Member Canvass, as they 
reach the Executive Committee, are an 
indication of an active spirit in the 
Churches, the results of the numerous 
Canvases now held should be gratifying. 
It is very evident that many pastors and 
consistories are taking their work seri- 
ously ad endeavoring to help the benevo- 
lent causes to the limit. It requires no 
argument that the benevolences of the de- 
nomination have a rightful place on the 
program of the local Church. The Chureh 
is a part of the Kingdom and the King- 
dom includes the local Church. One is as 
important as the other, but both are im- 
portant and should have equal considera- 
tion and support on the part of every 
member. 


It is a matter of great encouragement 
to learn that the receipts of the W. M. S. 
to date are in excess of those of last year 
at this time. The advance is quite preten- 
tious. This fact heightens our admiration 
of the women of the Church organized so 
effectively in the W. M. S. under the spir- 
itual and scientific direction of their lead- 
ers and with the fine loyalties of the of- 
ficers and members of the societies and 
guilds have inteisified the spirit and in- 
creased their givings in a year of depres- 
sion. The secret of the whole process lies 
in the fact that in the W. M. S. there is 
a thoroughly balanced program of eduea- 
tion and organization, and a common will 
to move forward in missionary activity 
along the lines of Christian Stewardship. 
The Church may well rejoice at this 
achievement and be heartened in the work 
all along the line. 


Just as a painter can paint a good pic- 
ture on a small canvas, so a pastor and 
consistory can do great work in a small 
Church. No Church is small when it has 
as large and loyal a spirit as the Re- 
formed Church at Campbelltown, Pa. This 
is one of the few Churches which has 
already paid its Apportionment in full 
for 1932. There are 120 members who 
support their own pastor and yet are able 
to support the Kingdom causes liberally. 
It must be an object of joy to the pastor, 
the Rev. Carl W. Isenberg, to have his 


What the Every Member Canvass Does for 
My Church: 


“Canvasses essentially are spiritual and 
financial. We use the visitation method. 
Win tle member for Christ first. The 
heart first, then the purse. Win the former 
and the latter will respond. Canvassers 
must be consecrated, God-minded persons. 
Of various methods tried, this is the only — 
satisfactory one. We believe in it, that 
is why we are for it.’—Rev. A. George 
Schmid, New Holstein, Wis. p 


DECEMBER 1, 1932 


people join him in his prayers and efforts 
“to make the Kingdom work continue with 
renewed spiritual strength.” The report 
of the pastor on this achievement includes 
this statement: “I wish I could do mre 
for the Kingdom for our beloved Zion.” 
That is a fine spirit in which many of our 
faithful pastors and consistories join, and 
which will produce good results, but more 
than that, it will preserve and perpetuate 
a fine spirit of interest in the work of 
the Church. How many Churches will 
follow that good example and pay their 
Apportionment in full at an early date? 

The Consistorial Conference of the East- 
ern District of East Susquehanna Classis 
was held on the evening of Oct. 16, in 
Grace Church, Mt. Carmel, Pa., the Rev. 
Morgan A. Peters, pastor and chairman of 
the meeting. A group dinner was served 
by members of the Ladies’ Aid in the 
social room at 6.30 P. M. Following the 
dinner the toastmaster, Rey. Mr. Peters, 
introduced the first speaker, Elder Frank 
A. Arner, Allentown, who spoke on “Spir- 
itual Objectives of the Church at Large.” 
Prof. J. H. Hisenhauer, Lewisburg, Pa., 
then spoke on “The Challenge of the De- 
creased Apportionment.” Numerous ques- 
tions were asked the speaker which natur- 
ally provoked an interest. Both these elders 
were delegates to the General Synod last 
June. Rev. A. L. Zechman, Numidia, Pa., 
spoke forcibly on “Pastor, Elder and Dea- 
con \Co-operating,” and Rey. L. M. Martin, 
Catawissa, closed the evening with a devo- 
tional period. There were 44 representa- 
tives from Eastern District about the ban- 
queting board and the men expressed a 
desire to hold another meeting, which aec- 
cording to action will occur in the spring 
of 1933. 


But a few weeks remain before the 
close of the year, during which over 65% 
of the Apportionment must be raised, if it 
is to be raised in full. Only in individual 
cases are the receipts greater than last 
year; but in most Classes and congrega- 
tions the receipts are even less. There 
are good reasons for this in many loeali- 
ties, but as long as the Apportionment 
payments for 1932 amount to less than 2¢. 
a day, per member, it should not be im- 
possible for many to pay their Apportion- 
ment in full before the close of the year. 
It might be well for each one of us to 
lay aside whatever we have for benevo- 
lences early in the month of December. 
The Christmas season and the bill-paying 
season around Dec. 31 may not admit of 
much benevolence. It would be fine to do 
what we can at an early day, and thus 
-relieve our missionaries and workers from 
the nightmare of debt and make it possi- 
ble for them to enjoy the Christmas sea- 
son with their families. Our Boards are 
working strenuously and with great con- 
sideration and compassion in order to help 
our faithful workers, but they can only 
send in what the members give. Ultimate- 
ly the individual member in every Church 
holds the key to a situation which, unless 
remedied, will close the doors of oppor- 
tunity for an enlarged Kingdom service. 


The United Stewardship Council of the 
Churches of Christ of U. S. and Canada, 
with which our Reformed Church is affili- 
ated, will hold a 3-day meeting in Indian- 
apolis, Dee. 3-5. A fine program has been 
assembled. The meetings will be directed 
by Dr. H. BR. Miles. Rev. H. P.-Vieth, of 
the Evangelical Synod of N. A., will have 
charge of all devotions. Among the sub- 
jects considered are the following: “How 
may we secure and use volunteer Steward- 
ship workers?”, by Miss Burton; “Finan- 
cial standards for the local Church,” by 
Dr. J. E. Crawford; “A modern Christian 
view of property, relation of Stewardship 
to Capitalism, Socialism, Communism,” by 
Dr. H. P. Vieth; “Relation of Stewardship 
to Missions,” W. H. Denison; “How can 
we win this ministry to promotion of 
Stewardship?”, by Rev. John G. Truitt, 
Dayton, O., “Stewardship and its relation 
to annuities and wills,” Rev. W. R. War- 
ren; “Stewardship and the production of 
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money in Chureh and missionary treas- 
uries,” C. O. Hawley; “Stewardship inte- 
grated in all the educational approaches 
of the Church,” S. 8S. Hough; “How ean 
the Council do more for Stewardship 
through World Stewardship Union, through 
denominations, through enlisting  indi- 
viduals, through its own committees?” <A 
special committee on the definition and 
scope of Stewardship, composed of Drs. 
Lampe, Crawford, Morrill, Miles and Miss 
Burton, will present its report on Sunday 
afternoon. Further consideration will be 
given to the World Stewardship Union 
through publications and publicity. 


What the Every Member Canvass Does for 
My Church: 


“The most important result of the Every 
Member Canvass in our congregation is 
that it gives every individual communi- 
cant a consciousness of his part in the 
service of Christ. With this in mind, it is 
an insult to omit anyone in the Canvass. 
From a financial standpoint, the burdens 
of a congregation are more easily carried 
when all feel the responsibility, though 
their gifts might be small individually, in 
the mass they will carry the load. My 
Church is in a healthier condition when all 
take part than when a few render active 
service, even though they have wealth 
enough to support all the work.’’—Rev. W. 
R. Shaffer, High Point, N. C. 


THE PLAN OF UNION 


To date of November 25, 39 Classes have 
reported their action on the Plan of Union 
of the Reformed Church in the U. S. and 
the Evangelical Synod of North America. 
Two of these postponed action until the 
annual meeting in 1933. Thirty-seven of 
those reporting approved the Plan of 
Union. It now appears that the final and 
full vote of the Classes may show unani- 
mous approval. 


J. C. Leonard, Secretary of 
Lexington, N. C. the Commission, 


A SOLDIER OF THE COMMON GOOD 


One of the much appreciated features 
of the “Evangelical Herald” (St. Louis), 
organ of the Evangelical Synod of North 
America, is found in the notable editorials 
of Dr. J. H. Horstmann on “Soldiers of 
the Common Good,” which appear every 
week. In the issue of Nov. 24, the man 
referred to is so well known and loved 
among “Messenger” readers that we quote 
the editorial in full. Its subject is Allen 
R. Bartholomew: 


“There has just been published the re- 
port of the Layman’s Inquiry on Foreign 
Missions, an independent study of foreign 
mission work in all lands by a group of 
laymen not connected with any denomi- 
national board for foreign missions. The 
appearance of such a report, of which we 
shall have more to say later, brings into 
the spotlight the whole problem and task 
of foreign missions as conducted by the 
Churches, And since Dr. Bartholomew, 
who has been at the head of the foreign 
mission work of the Reformed Chureh in 
the United States for thirty years, has 
made an outstanding contribution in that 
field, his character and career will be of 
interest. 


“Dr, Bartholomew, a Pennsylvanian by 
birth, at the age of 77, is still active and 
as interested in his task as ever. His 
mother dedicated him to the ministry and 
as a reminder gave him Rev. Allen for a 
middle name. At the age of 22 he was 
graduated from Lancaster Theological 
Seminary, and ordained to the ministry, 
serving two smaller pastorates until 1882, 
when he was called to the Trinity Church 
at Pottsville, Pa., where, in spite of deli- 
cate health, he distinguished himself as a 
preacher, teacher, leader, organizer, and 
a writer. In 1887 he was elected as a 
member for the Board for Foreign Mis- 
sions, at the same time becoming secre- 
tary of the Board, the youngest minister 
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THE NEW MANUAL 
FOR SUPPLEMENTARY USE IN 
CATECHETICAL CLASSES 
IS NOW READY 


In reply to repeated requests which 
came up from various sections of the 
Church, the General Synod instruct- 
ed the Board of Christian Education 
to prepare a catechetical manual to 
assist pastors in this important work. 


THE TITLE IS 


WALKING AND WORKING 
WITH CHRIST 


The book contains seven chapters 
dealing with the following topics: 


I. Our Church 

II. The Bible 

Ill. Jesus Christ 

IV. The Father Whom Jesus 

Revealed 
. V. Learning to be a Christian 
VI. Looking Toward a Christian 
World 
VII. Our Way of Life 


Pupils’ Manual 25c each 
Teachers Guide 35c each 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCA- 
TION OF THE REFORMED 
CHURCH IN THE U. S. 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ever called to such a position by an im- 
portant board of the Reformed Church. 

“Dr. Bartholomew at once threw the 
whole force of his strong personality and 
splendid gifts into this new task. He 
traveled extensively and in visiting the 
Churches awakened a new and greater in- 
terest in the cause and raised funds for its 
support. In 1890, however, he asked to 
be relieved of the duties of the secretary- 
ship, that he might devote himself more 
fully to his pressing duties as a pastor, 
while retaining membership in the Board. 
In 1899 he was called to the pastorate of 
Salem Reformed Church in Allentown, 
then the largest congregation in the de- 
nomination. 

“In 1902 the Board again elected Dr, 
Bartholomew as secretary, and-reluctantly, 
after a prolonged consideration, he re- 
signed his Allentown pastorate in Septem- 
ber of that year to accept the new task. 
With characteristic enthusiasm and in- 
domitable energy he set himself to arouse 
an apathetic and indifferent Church into 
an effective instrument for the propaga- 
tion of the Gospel in non-Christian lands. 
This involved a tremerdous work in the 
Churches and among their people, preach- 
ing sermons, writing articles for the pa- 
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pers and magazines, circulating literature 
and enlisting pastors, Sunday Schools, and 
missionary societies in the cause, and more 
than any one man he has been responsi- 
ble for the steady progress and develop- 
ment of the foreign mission work of his 
denomination. As a friend of the mis- 
sionaries who shares sympathetically all 
their experiences and problems, as an ag- 
gressive, resourceful, tactful leader, and 
as the tireless builder of a constructive, 
farsighted missionary policy as well as 
preacher and writer and administrator, Dr. 
Bartholomew has shown himself a mis- 
sionary statesman of the first rank. 

“Five years ago, upon the completion 
of 50 years in the ministry, his Church 
elected him to the presidency of General 
Synod, the highest honor it could bestow, 
and the Foreign Missions Conference of 
North America also has elected him as its 
president. With such a noble record—a 
minister of the Gospel for 55 years, a 
member of the Board for Foreign Missions 
for 45 years, the secretary of the Board 
for 30 years, and still at his post with 
seemingly unabated interest and energy— 
Dr. Bartholomew can look back on his 
singularly rich and active life in the in- 
terest of the Kingdom of God, the greatest 
cause on earth.” 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Superintendent 


This is the time of year when the Home 
is laying in supplies for the coming win- 
ter. From the New Tripoli congregation 
have come two truck loads of potatoes and 
some other farm products. Two more 
charges are preparing to send more of 
those farm products to give the Home ade- 
quate supplies for the larger family which 
it will have when the new building will 
be occupied in the near future. 

Many congregations have already sent 


canned fruits and vegetables and jellies. 
Spacious shelfing is being built into the 
store room of the new building, enough 
to store more than 5,000 jars besides other 
supplies. Considerable quantities of those 
articles have already been placed on the 
shelves. 

Our own garden has yielded over 3,000 
stalks of celery and an abundant harvest 
of cabbage and other products which have 
been stored. 

We have received also considerable 
quantities of apples from localities where 
farmers grow large quantities of fruit. 

All of those things, together with the 
financial support which the Church is giv- 
ing and the enjoyment of good health and 
the comforts of home awaken gratitude 
within us. May the spirit of thanksgiving 
fill our hearts during this season of the 
year. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


The children at Bethany enjoyed a 
Thanksgiving program on Tuesday even- 
ing preceding Thanksgiving Day. This 
was conducted by the school teachers. 

Salem Church, Hellers, brought their an- 
nual donation of 67 chickens for the 
Thanksgiving dinner, Services were con- 
ducted as usual at 10 A. M. Thanksgiving 
Day in Bausman Memorial Church. 

The Thanksgiving season is the date 
when our children begin to sing the Christ- 
mas Carols. Each evening at chapel ser- 
vices, which are conducted at 6.45 P. M., 
you can hear the children joining in the 
Christmas Carols looking forth to that 
season which means so much to Bethany. 
The Christmas offerings to Bethany are 
as the governor to an engine, Our ability 
to serve during the coming year is depend- 
ent on the support we receive at this 
season, 
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An Inexpensive Reward or 
Remembrance for Christmas 


Co aa 
Wonder Book Of 
Bible Knowledge 


10e each; $1.00 dozen; $7.50 per 100 


This booklet contains interesting 
facts about the Bible, gleaned from 
many sources. It is intended to in- 
erease interest in reading the Bible 
and Bible study. The information con- 
tained in this booklet will help to a 
greater understanding and apprecia- 
tion of the vast field covered by the 
book of books—the Bible. Adults and 
workers with young people will find it 
exceedingly helpful and enlightening 
on all phases of Bible subjects. 
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THE SPIRIT OF ST. PETER’S CHURCH 


A Pageant Prepared for Presentation by 
the Young People’s Society on Sept. 
11, 1932, the 25th Anniversary of 
the Granting of the Charter 


By the Rev. James E. Wagner 


(This helpful service prepared by the 
pastor of St. Peter’s should offer fruit- 
ful suggestions to many others.) 


Episode I (1897-1906) 

Prelude (piano, etc.): “O Zion, Haste, Thy 
Mission High Fulfilling.” Reformed 
Church Hymnal, No. 516. 

Enter “Spirit of Missions” 

“T am the Spirit of Christian Missions. 

“At my voice men and women have left 
home and friends, braved the dangers of 
mountains and seas, and the perils of un- 
known lands, in order to bring the story 
of Christ to those who had not heard of 
Him. 

“At my bidding, consecrated souls who 
could not go to faraway lands to serve the 
Christ searched out the needy places near 
at hand, and there ministered the glad 
tidings in humble zeal. 

“I dwelt in the hearts of those Chris- 
tian workers who, on November 21, 1897, 
organized a little Sunday School in the 
Theological Seminary Building. They saw, 
as in a vision, that in this end of Lan- 
caster City there were boys and girls and 
men and women who needed simple instrue- 
tion in the Word of God. They gave them- 
selves to the challenge of that task. On 
the first day of their meeting there were 
numbered with them 71 scholars, 7 teach- 


ers, and 5 visitors. With humbleness and 
hope they began their work. 

“J am the Spirit of Christian Missions. 
I was with that pioneer band who made 
their venture 35 years ago. They did not 
dream that out of such small beginnings a 
great work was to grow to the glory of 
God and the service of man. St. Peter’s 
Church, now like a great oak standing, 
was in the acorn-seed planting of this Sun- 
day School 35 years ago. And I—the Spirit 
of Christian Missions—was there to inspire 
and bless.” Exit. 
Singing: “O Zion, Haste” (stanzas 1 and 8). 


Episode II (1906-1918) 

Prelude (piano, etc.): “Blest Be the Tie 
That Binds.” Reformed Church Hymnal, 
No. 420. 

Enter “Spirit of the Congregation” 

“T am the Spirit of the Christian Con- 
gregation. To those who know me I am 
a Trinity of Spirits. Sometimes I am the 
Spirit of Worship. Sometimes I am the 
Spirit of Fellowship. Sometimes I am the 
Spirit of Service. 

“T am the bond between members of a 
band of Christians when they worship the 
Father. I am with them as they share ‘the 
fellowship of kindred minds.’ I am their 
unseen ‘Comrade as together they labor 
and sacrifice and suffer and hope, in order 
that they may serve God and His children. 

“T am the Spirit of the Congregation. 

“T moved in the hearts of those twelve 
men and women who organized St. Peter’s 
Church on November 1, 1906. I was with 
them when, in prayer and in hope, they 
called a man of God to be the Shepherd of 
the little flock. I was with them when 
they worshiped together for the first time 
as a Church, I saw their tears when they 


cried for joy, I heard their voices raised in 
hymns of praise, I felt the breath of their 
prayers as they ascended to the throne of 
God. I have been with the congregation 
throughout the years; I have shared their 
sorrows when death and trouble entered 
the fold; I have rejoiced in their joy as 
they grew in grace and in the knowledge 
of the Lord Jesus Christ; I have labored 
with them, strength with strength, as they 
lived and worked to do the Master’s bid- 
ding. : 


“T am the Spirit of the Congreation.” 
Exit. 
Singing: “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
(stanzas 1 to 4). 


Episode III (1919-1925) 


Prelude (piano, etc.): “Lord, Speak to Me, 
That I May Speak.” Reformed Chureh © 
Hymnal, No. 476. 

Enter “Spirit of Discipleship” 

“T am the Spirit of Discipleship. I am 
the Spirit of those who are eager to Learn — 
and humble in Teaching. I seek the Tru 
that I may share it with others. 


“I was the Spirit of the Twelve who 
sat at the feet of Jesus, and went with 


Him on His journeys, that they might — 
learn more of His Truth. I, too, inspired 
the founding of that little Sunday School 


out of which St. Peter’s Church has grown. 


Congregation, when in 1919 they 
erated themselves to the new moven 
Christian Education, I gave them eco 
to pioneer in reorganizing the C] 
School and introducing new methods 
materials. I am the Spirit of the 
I know no goal, but the goal of 
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am not the slave of Precedent. I am not 
a worshiper of Custom and Convention. I 
ama boon-companion of the spirit of Ex- 
periment and Discovery. I am a child of 
Freedom, I am a lover of the Open Road, 
so long as it faces the Sun. 

“T am the Spirit of Learning and Teach- 
ing. I am the life of the Church School. 
By me its administrative officers plan and 
work. In my spirit boys and girls and 
men and women approach the wonder of 
life and of God with open minds. By me, 
teachers and leaders in the work of Chris- 
tian Education are made humble in the 
face of truth, eager in the search, alert for 
its discovery, grateful for its attainment. 

“T am the Spirit of Learning and Teach- 
ing. My presence has not ceased to bless 
St. Peter’s Church.” Exit. 

“alone “Lord, Speak to Me” (stanzas 1, 

a) . 


Episode IV (1925-1932) 


Prelude (piano, etc.): “I Love Thy King- 
dom, Lord.” Reformed Chureh Hymnal, 
No. 419. 

Enter “Spirit of the Sanctuary” 

“T am the Spirit of the Sanctuary. 

“By my spirit, men who loved God have 
always set apart some place dedicated to 
the Worship of the Highest. Sometimes 
it was a simple altar of wood and stone; 
but if true faith was there, I was there. 
I dwelt in the sacred tent of meeting, set 
apart as a House of God by the Israelites 
in their wanderings. I was in the Temple 
at Jerusalem where the people of Israel 
worshiped Jehovah. I abode in the syna- 
gogues where, scattered afar, the people 
of our Lord’s race met to read the Law 
and the Prophets. I was in the Upper 
Room in Jerusalem where the first Chris- 
tians gathered to worship the Father in 
hymns and prayers. 

“T am the Spirit of the Sanctuary. I 
was with those who first dreamed of a 
House of Worship for St. Peter’s Church. 
I was pleased when a Building Committee 
was first appointed in 1919. I smiled on 
-the congregation when the first shovelful 
of earth was lifted in 1925, and the work 
of building actually begun. I rejoiced with 
the people when the House of God was 
dedicated in October, 1926. I have heard 
with joy the congregation’s voice in wor- 
ship ever since the day of the Church’s 
dedication. 

“T am the Spirit of the Sanctuary.” Exit. 
Singing: “I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 

(stanzas 2, 3, 4). 


Episode V (1932- ) 

Prelude (piano, etc.): “Jesus, I Live to 
Thee.’ Reformed Church Hymnal, No. 
377. ; 

Enter “Spirit of the Open Door” 


“T am the Spirit of the Open Door. 
Through me men enter to wider opportu- 
nities and expanding horizons. Through 
me the Future beckons. 

“T was known to those who first envi- 
sioned the possibilities of a Church in this 
community. At each new stage of this 
Church’s history it grew because its mem- 
bers were inspired by my Spirit. 

“The. door of a great future is open to 
St. Peter’s Church. Indeed, there are 
many open doors. One leads to a witness 
for Christ to the whole community — a 
door of Worship and Evangelism and 
Service. Another door opens directly into 
the minds of boys and girls and their 
elders — a, door of Christian Education. 
Another door opens to a long road leading 
to far corners of the earth—the door of 
Missions. Another door opens toward a 
green plot of ground—a door marked ‘To- 
ward the Building of a Sanctuary Not Yet 
Completed.’ There are other doors, doors 
innumerable, through which the Church as 
a unit or its members individually may 
enter to serve the Lord Jesus Christ. 

“Now to St. Peter’s Church, as to a 
Church of long ago, the voice of the Mas- 
ter comes, saying, ‘Behold, I have set be- 
fore thee an open door.’ 
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“T am the Spirit of the Open Door. I 
summon you, the congregation of St. 
Peter’s Church, the youth of St. Peter’s 
and those who are no longer young: 
clothed in consecration and girded with 
Faith, enter the Open Door!” Exit. 
Tete “Jesus, I Live to Thee” (stanzas 

-4). 


A PRAYER FOR HOME 


From all selfish and inconsiderate ways, 
Lord, keep us. 

From all forgetfulness of other people, 
Lord, keep us. 

From grumbling and complaining, 
Lord, keep us. 

I pray that we may love and understand 
each other more and more, 

Grant this, O Lord. 

That we may find nice things to do for 
each other, 

Grant this, O Lord. 

That our games and expeditions and em- 
ployments may be full of discoveries and 
kindness, 

Grant this, O Lord. 

That we may find the best things where 
we live, 

Grant this, O Lord. 

That our house may be a happy place for 
other people to come to, 

Grant this, O Lord. 


From “A Prayer Book for Boys,” 
compiled by Margaret Cropper 
(Macmillan’s). 


The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D.D. 


HELP FOR THE WEEK OF DEC. 5-11 


Memory Verse: Whether therefore ye 
eat, or drink, or whatever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God. I Cor. 10:31. 

Memory Hymn: “As With Gladness Men 
of Old.” 

Theme: The Christian’s Use of Leisure. 


Monday—Enjoying the Good 
Neh. 8:9-18 

The wise use of leisure time is unques- 
tionably a very important subject for con- 
sideration. We all have more leisure time 
due to shorter hours of work, the result of 
labor-saving machinery. There is a dan- 
ger arising from overemphasizing physical 
recreation, indulging in doubtful amuse- 
ments and neglecting mental recreation 
and growth im’ spiritual knowledge. Our 
passage calls attention to the fact that 
there is a value in carefully observing reli- 
gious festivals at stated times. The lead- 
ers of the returned community (Ezra espe- 
cially and Nehemiah) had brought about a 
great religious reform. The reading of the 
law had opened the eyes of many and 
they realized in how many ways they had 
fallen short of its requirements. That 
caused sadness. Now Ezra addressed en- 
couraging words to the people: “Your joy 
(delight) in the Lord is your strength.” 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, enable us by 
Thy Spirit to make a wise use of our time 
so that we may grow daily in stature, in 
wisdom and in favor with Thee, our God, 
and with men. May our delight in Thee 
be our strong refuge. Amen, 


Tuesday—Rest and Recreation 
Mark 6:30-34 


Jesus had sent the Twelve on a preaching 
tour, and upon their return they brought a 
report of their labors to the Master. He 
suggested to them a retreat across the 
lake. The disciples had worked hard and a 
rest would be doubly welcome. What an 
interest Jesus took even in the physical 
welfare of His disciples! “Come away by 
yourselves to some quiet place, and rest a 
little while.” Verse 31. This verse reveals 
to us the thoughtfulness and kindhearted- 
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The CAhittier 
P. Y. F. A., 140 N. 15th Street, Phila. Pa. 
Central Location—Close to Shopping District 
Permanent and transient guests 
are cordially welcomed 
AUDITORIUM BANQUET ROOMS 


Excellent food and service. 


MARY E. LEEDS, Manager 


EMBROIDERIES 


Bible Markers 
Super-Frontals 
STOLES—CHOIR GOWNS—CAPS 
BRASS GOODS-—SILK FLAGS—BANNERS 
WM. LEHMBERG & SONS, Inc. 
138 N. TENTH ST., PHILADEPHIA 


GOWNS FOR CHOIR 
AND PULPIT USE 


Write for samples and prices 
Hangings, Ornaments, Furniture etc. 
Send for Catalog 


The C. E. WARD Co. 
New London, Ohio. 


STAINED GLASS PAPER 


Artistic window decoration at low cost for 
Churches, Sunday School Rooms, Stores, 
Offices and Homes. 
ELIMINATES GLARE 
Write for Literature and Samples 
S. H. PARRISH CO., 
608 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Illinois 
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E. R. MOORE COMPANY 


Makers since 1907 
932-938 Dakin Street 


Chicago, Ill. 


A Home and 
School for Ner- 
vous and Back- 
ward Children 
and Adults 


New school gym- 


BEVERLY FARM 


-—— (INC. ) 


220 acres farm, 7 buildings. 
nasium. Industrial and school training given. 


Department for birth injury cases. Groves 
Blake Smith, M. D., Supt., Godfrey, Illinois. 


Christmas Gift Suggestions 


BIBLE DOMINOES sor 'eme and 


Sunday School 
“A very ingenious and agreeable method of 
Bible Study.’’—Wm. Lyon Phelps. 
1 Set 30cts.. 4 sets, $1. 
ADDRESS: J. D. ROBERTS, P. 0. BOX 214, MILFORD, CONN. 


Pecans - New Crop-Native Oklahoma 


6 lbs. Native electrically cracked in 
five 19-oz. cartons, $2.00; 6 Ib. carton 
papershells, $2.80, all prepaid. C. O. D. 
15 cents extra. 


Dr. W. A. Dicken, Lindsay, Oklahoma 


ness of our Savior. Oftentimes He had been 
weary and a rest had been welcome to 
Him. But He, who was touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, was not per- 
mitted long to enjoy rest and recreation, 
for a large crowd awaited Him on the 
other side of the lake and He took com- 
passion on them, taught them, healed their 
diseases and fed them with loaves and 
fishes. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, dear Master, 
that Thou art interested in our welfare. 
We do not appreciate Thy thoughtfulness 
as we should. Give us grace to follow Thy 
example so that we may be more thought- 
ful of others and kinder to them. Amen. 


Wednesday—A Joyful Feast 
Lev. 23:39-44 


Israel had several festivals. Two of them 
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had reference to the harvest, one at the 
beginning when the first fruits were gath- 
ered, the other at the completion of the 
ingathering of the fruits of the field and 
garden—a kind of “final harvest home.” 


This latter one naturally partook of a 
joyous character. People lived for a whole 
week in the open in temporary booths made 
of palm branches. This feast was celebrat- 
ed in remembrance of the deliverance from 
Egypt. It was a very popular festival and 


reference is made to it in the New Testa- 
ment. John 7:37. The keynote of this 
festival is given in verse 40. “And ye 
shall rejoice before Jehovah your God.” 
Children of God have reason to rejoice be- 
cause of what God is and _ because 
of what He does for them. His lov- 
ing kindness is new every morning and it 
endureth forever. 
Prayer: 

“For each perfect gift of Thine 

To our race so freely given, 

Graces human and divine, 

Flowers of earth and buds of heaven: 

Lord of all, to Thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise.” Amen. 


Thursday—The Children Playing 
Zech. 8:1-8 
In our passage the prophet presents a 

beautiful picture of the condition of the 
restored community in Jerusalem. The 
Lord loves Zion and He is anxious to re- 
store the glory of Jerusalem... When this 
time comes seasons of peace and joy and 
rejoicing will return. The rebuilding of 
the temple will be an outward sign of that 
brighter day. When the time of stress shall 
have passed away “the streets of the holy 
city shall be full of boys and girls play- 
ing in the streets thereof.” Such a condi- 
tion will be the result of the restoration 
of peace and safety. What a fascinating 
picture! We are doing much in our day 
to bring sunshine and happiness into the 
lives of our boys and girls, to make the 
places where they live, a place of safety. 
Is the Church interested in making the 
play-life wholesome? 
Prayer: 

“There’s a Friend for little children 

Above the bright blue sky, 

A Friend who never changes, 

Whose love will never die; 

Our earthly friends may fail us, 

And change with changing years; 

This Friend is always worthy 


Of that dear name He bears.” Amen. 


Friday—Dangerous Leisure 
Luke 22:54-62 


The story of Peter’s denial is one with 
which we are all familiar; Perhaps we 
have condemned Peter, claiming that he 
had forfeited all rights to that high posi- 
tion of an apostle. Perhaps we have tried 
to excuse him in the light of his char- 
acter, feeling too, that our guilty con- 
science would not permit us to pass judg- 
ment upon him. But have you ever given 
serious thought to the suggestion in our 
topic for today: “Dangerous Leisure”? 
Truly Peter followed Jesus because he lov- 
ed Him and was interested in the outcome 
of the trial. But it is equally true that 
Peter had not given sufficient heed to the 
warning of Jesus: “Watch and pray, lest 
ye enter into temptation.” If the great 
problem of today is the wise use of leisure 
time, we dare not forget that the unwise 
use of leisure time brings us very close to 
grave dangers. 

Prayer: 
“Arm me with jealous care, 
As in Thy sight to live; 
And O Thy servant Lord, prepare, 
A strict account to give. 
Help me to watch and pray, 
And on Thyself rely, 
Assured, if I my trust betray, 
I shall for ever die.” Amen. 


Saturday—Mindful of the Weaker Ones 
I Cor. 10:23-33 

Paul lays down a great principle for 

Christian conduct in today’s lesson. It is 
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EXPRESSIONS 


We wonder why so many folks 
Will drift their lives away, 

Will ride the raft of idleness 
Whose anchor is decay? 

We wonder why their visions are 
Beclouded and so dim, 

When along the way are pitfalls 
So darksome, deep and grim? 


We wonder why their ears are deaf, 

When plainly they should hear 

The loving call of decency 

To paths marked plain and clear. 

We wonder why their hearts are 
numb 

With what is known of right, 

We wonder why they choose the 
course 

That leads into the night. 


We wonder what’s wrong with their 
brain, 

When loving sordid places, 

It seems that their expressions write 

The answer on their faces. 

We wonder if this sort of folk 

Will keep on doing wrong; 

We pray they’ll find a faith to fill 

Their hearts with heavenly song. 


Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 


not primarily a question of what I may or 
may not do lawfully, but rather, how my 
conduct will influence a weaker brother. 
A Christian must not press his own lib- 
erty to the hurt of others. My neighbor’s 
good is always to be taken into considera- 
tion by me. I may indulge in what seems 
to me to be a perfectly innocent or legiti- 
mate thing. Yet if in doing such a thing 
I would give offence to a weaker brother, 
it would be my Christian duty, the Apostle 
Paul argues, to give up my personal liberty 
for the sake of my brother’s good. Gener- 
ally we are not so considerate of others, 
we too often think only of ourselves and 
as a result we become a stumbling block 
to our neighbors. The apostle asks us to 
copy him in his attitude. 

Prayer: Dear Father, wilt Thou arm us 
with the mind of Christ, that we may 
think first of the welfare of others and be 
mindful of the weaker ones and thus help 
them to become strong in Thy grace! Amen. 


Sunday—Choosing the Best 
Phil. 4:4-9 

We are exhorted by the apostle to let 
all men see our forbearing spirit, i. e., we 
are to exercise a noble self-control, not 
always insist on having our own way. 
Only in this way can unity be preserved. 
In closing his exhortations Paul mentions 
some subjects of thought. His ideal for a 
real Christian is beautifully expressed in 
verses 8 and 9. With him, however, think- 
ing and doing belong together. To think 
noble thoughts must result in noble deeds. 
To think about things that are honest and 
just, must lead to righteous living. In 
order to enjoy pure, wholesome recreation, 
one must in his leisure moments choose the 
best. Christian virtues must be cultivated. 
“Meditation precedes action.” How impor- 
tant it is for us to heed Paul’s advice. 

Prayer: On this day of rest and gladness 
set apart by Thee, Heavenly Father, for 
our good, we would enter Thy courts with 
praise and thanksgiving. Thou hast been 
so mindful of us. Help us to live this 
day for Thee. Amen. 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 
Skillful advertising catches more 


“suckers” than skillful angling. 
—Now and Then. 
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Some men are temperamentally consti- 
tuted like the dour Scotchman who, when 
a motion was made in a Church meeting 
that a certain action be made unanimous, 
said: “I want it understood that there will 
never be anything unanimous in this 
Church as long as I am a member of it.” 


Selected. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—BEHEAD THE MISSING 
WORDS, No. 21 


Drear 
Swarm—warm—arm 
Trails—rails—ails 
Scope—cope—ope 
Scold—eold—old 
Amend—mend—end 
Scare—care—are 


MIS OU oe po 


DOUBLE-TIED WORD CUBE, No. 34 


* * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * % 

* * * % 

* * * 


Across: 
1. An Egyptian water lily. 
2. Shaped like an egg. 
3. One of the five senses. 
4. To speak aloud. 
5. Gifted wise men. 
Down: 
Same as across. 


A. M. 8. 


Lt. Malone: “How would you like to have 
a hop in my aeroplane?” 

Steward: “No, sah; I stays on terrah- 
firmah; and de more firmah, de less terrah.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


BUDDY IS NO LONGER A DIFFICULT 
CHILD 


By Janette Stevenson Murray 


“Y’m at my wits’ end trying to take care 
of Buddy in the house these winter days; 
he’s so strong and rough,” said Mrs. Clark- 
son as she handed her friend a cup of tea. 

“Here, Buddy, what are you doing with 
that!” and she tried to take away a big 
grapefruit that he had brought from the 
kitchen. But the curly-headed two-year- 
old eluded her, and, dancing in glee, flung 
it onto the low tea- -table, overturning the 
cream pitcher and breaking a cup. 

This was very trying. 

“Oh, you naughty boy! You just meant | 
to do that,” she cried angrily and whipped 
him. 

“No, Buddy didn’t mean to do it,” her 
friend said. “He is just full of life and 
excited with company. He wants to show 
off.” 

After the cream had been wiped from 
the rug and the women were settled again 
with fresh cups of tea, the friend said, 
“Perhaps Buddy doesn’t have sufficient 
outlet for his energy. What is he interest- 
ed in?” 

“Oh, he wants to hammer all the time 
and use tools.” 

His mother had recovered some of her 
composure and her eyes lighted as she con- 
tinued, “Do you know, he ean drive a nail 
in straight to the head and even pry it out 
again with a screw- -driver. But the trou- 
ble is that he doesn’t stay in any one piace 
with his tools. 
the window sills and drives nails into 
floor.” j 

“Why don’t you get a very large | 
goods box for him to play in and call 
Buddy’s shop?” 
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Mrs. Clarkson followed this suggestion. 
The box was lined .with eretonne to pro- 
tect from splinters, and hooks were put 
on the inside of it for tools. Buddy soon 
learned to hang them up before being lift- 
ed from the box. Sometimes a low chair 
and table were put in. Occasionally the 
hammer was changed and often the boards 
and blocks. A large cake of soap was 
found to bring special delight because of 
the ease with which the nails could be re- 
moved. Mrs. Clarkson was surprised to 
find that Buddy would stay in the box 
quietly for a long time, work intently, and 
that he would even come asking to be put 
in his shop. He regarded it as some- 
thing of a privilege to stay there be- 
cause he found so many new and interest- 
ing things to work with. He never played 
with his tools anywhere else. 

These difficult toddlers become easier to 
handle if there is a place like this where 
they can be by themselves and do some 
of the things they like to do. Mother 
cannot have Buddy underfoot all the time. 
She must have some peace of mind to en- 
able her to attend to her household duties 
satisfactorily or to talk with a caller. She 
can put him here when he is dressed for 
a ride and be sure he will stay clean. 


If Mother has a little time to herself 
when Buddy is safe in his box, she can be 
more patient with him when he is out of 
it and has to be constantly watched. This 
box does much to keep Buddy from being 
constantly nagged and punished. 


How Many of Our Children Are Being 
Neglected? 


If the children of kindergarten age who 
are being deprived of the educational ad- 
vantages to which they are entitled were 
to march in a double line at intervals of 
three feet, at the rate of 25 miles a day, 
it would require 44 days for them to pass 
a given point. 

Help now to secure more kindergartens 
for this host of little people. For advice 
and information write to the National 
Kindergarten Association, 8 West 40th St., 
New York City. 


WAS THIS SENT TO PASTOR “BEN”? 

The Indian student, writing a letter to 
the superintendent of the mission, desired 
to end with the words: “May Heaven pre- 
serve you.” 

Not being quite confident of the mean- 
ing of “preserve,” he looked up a diction- 
ary. When the letter reached the super- 
intendent, it ended with the words: “And 
may Heaven pickle you!” 

Congregationalist. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Christmas is just around the corner, and 
Grandpa, Grandma, Uncle Van, Aunt 
Naomi, and Daddy and Mother are asking 
us for hints about gifts. S’pose we have 
them make it a BOOKS Christmas! And 
because the books are so many that there 
isn’t room to name them here, let’s write 
at once to the Schaff Building, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia, for a Catalog of 
Publications and then check the very 
books we want. Grandpa might choose 
“Ling Yang,” a story of a boy and girl 
in new China; Grandma’s choice might be 
“Chinese Children of Woodeutter’s Lane”; 
Uncle Van’s would surely be “Three Ar- 
rows”, for that is of thrilling interest; 
Aunt Naomi’s “The Upward Climb” would 
tell us fas-ci-na-ting “inspirings” about 
Negroes like Roland Hayes and Booker T. 
Washington, and how many more than one 
hundred uses George Washington Carver 
has discovered for the peanut. As for 
Daddy and Mother—they together might 
give us a Winnebago Indian Picture Sheet; 
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sets of six postcards each, showing “Life 
in Many Lands”; posteard painting books 
about children in Japan and China; and 
handwork that shows how to make a 
Japanese house. Why! Miss Esther Bauer 
even has Window Transparencies—“foreign 
children, ten subjects, complete with all 
material and frames!” So here’s “Let’s 
make it a BOOK Christmas” greetings to 
all my boys and girls who are eager to 
learn about children ’round the world. 


THE ELEPHANT AND THE GIRAFFE 


Said the elephant to the giraffe, 

“Your neck is too long by one-half.” 
He replied, “Since your nose 

Reaches down to your toes, 

At others you'd better not laugh.”—Ex. 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


LOUISA MAY ALCOTT AND HER 
STORIES 

Text, I Kings 3:9, “Give thy servant 
therefore an understanding heart.” 

The one hundredth anniversary of the 
birth of a woman like Louisa May Alcott 
desires more than passing notice by one 
who is speaking to or writing for children. 
Her “Little Women” has been called “one 
of the best and most popular children’s 
books ever written.” 

I told you about her girlhood and the 
way in which God was helping her to pre- 
pare herself for her life work. She was a 
woman of prayer, and I have no doubt 
that the substance of some of her prayer 
was like the prayer of Solomon, a portion 
of which forms our text. God surely 
granted her request and gave her an un- 
derstanding heart. All her stories have a 
human interest and readily strike a respon- 
sive chord in the hearts of her readers, 
both young and old. 

Her first book to be published, as I told 
you last week, was “Flower Fables.” Its 
success helped to point out the way to the 
work that was most alluring to her and 
which finally brought her fame and for- 
tune. 

In her twenty-eighth year, August, 1860, 
she began to write “Moods”, which was 
her first atempt at a novel. For four weeks 
she wrote all day long and planned all 
night long, and after finishing the rough 
copy of the book it was “put away to 
settle.” The following February she took 
it up again, and for over three weeks she 
kept at it, scarcely stopping to eat or drink, 
and hardly able to sleep, until finally she 
broke down. She put the book on the 
shelf again, and it was not until the close 
of 1864 that it was finally published. 

In the meantime, Miss Alcott had gone 
to Georgetown, near Washington. to serve 
in the soldiers’ hospital during the Civil 
War. She gave herself so devotedly to 
this service that after six weeks she broke 
down and was stricken with typhoid-pneu- 
monia. For three weeks she hovered be- 
tween life and death but finally recovered, 
although her health and strength were 
greatly impaired and she never fully re- 
gained the perfect health and iron consti- 
tution which she had enjoyed before. 

During her stay in the hospital she had 
so endeared herself to the hospital staff 
and the wounded soldiers to whom she 
ministered that all eyes were dimmed with 
tears when she was taken home as an 
invalid. While at the hospital she had 
kept a diary in which she recorded her 
experiences in great detail. After her re- 
covery she arranged these notes for publi- 
cation in a magazine, and afterward they 
were published in book form, called ‘-‘Hos- 
pital Sketches.” 

Neither of these books, nor the many 
short stories she had already written for 
magazines, seemed to satisfy the ambition 
of this unfolding author. At the close of 
the war she had an opportunity to go to 
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Europe as the companion of an invalid 
young woman. She enjoyed the trip thor- 
oughly, and it greatly enriched her knowl- 
edge and widened her horizon and helped 
to pave the way still further for her future 
greatness. 

In 1867 a publisher asked her to write 
a girls’ book, and she promised to try. At 
the same time she was asked to be the 
editor of “Merry’s Museum,” which gave 
her a salary of five hundred dollars a year. 
She continued to write short stories and 
had no trouble to sell them at good prices, 
but her girls’ book was not yet begun. 
She proposed to her publisher to write a 
fairy book instead, but he would not hear 
of it, insisting that she must write a girls’ 
book. 

So Miss Alcott set to work to write 
“Little Women.” In a month she had 
written a dozen chapters. She sent them 
to the publisher, and he called them “dull.” 
And she quite agreed with him. But she 
kept at the work and in another month 
finished the remainder of what is now 
known as the first volume, consisting of 
twenty-three chapters, not intending at the 
time to extend the story any further. 

The publisher, feeling that his judgment 
of a story for children might not be trust- 
worthy, placed the completed manuscript 
into the hands of his small niece. He left 
her curled up in a big armchair and peeped 
in at her every once in a while to see 
how she was getting along with the story. 
He found her so interested that she forgot 
everything else. Sometimes she laughed 
aloud and sometimes she cried, but she 
never left her chair until the story was 
finished and laid down with a sigh of 
regret. Convinced that it would be safe 
to publish the book, he went ahead at 
once. The book was an immediate success, 
and Louisa May Alcott “jumped at once 
to the top of Fame’s ladder, where she re- 
mained always in the world of children.” 
One edition after another was printed to 
supply the demand, and handsome checks 
were mailed to the author who was enabled 
to realize her long cherished hope, that 
she might do something to help her family 
in their proverty and to provide some com- 
forts for her aging parents. 

The publisher urged her to have a sec- 
ond volume by spring. On the first of 
November, 1868, she began the second part 
of “Little Women,” and on New Year’s 
Day, 1869, it was ready for the publie. 
It contains twenty-four chapters, making 
forty-seven chapters for the two volumes, 
which are now generally published in one 
volume. ; 

Early in 1870 she finished “An Old- 
Fashioned Girl,’ which was published in 
March, and sold well. On her way to New 
York some time later, a newsboy put a 
copy of the book into her lap, and when 
she said she didn’t care for it, he exclaimed 
with surprise: “Bully book, ma’am. Sell a 
lot; better have it.” When her companion 
told him she wrote it, his chuckle, stare, 
and astonished “No!” was great fun to her. 

On the second of April, 1870, Miss Alcott 
and her sister May and another woman 
went to Europe, and their adventures are 
told in a book called “Shawl Straps.” In 
one of the letters she wrote home she men- 
tioned the fact that she had received a 
check from her publisher for $6,212 as her 
share on the profits of her books. She 
adds: “With $10,000 well invested, and 
more coming in all the time, I think we 
may venture to enjoy ourselves, after the 
hard times we have all had. The cream 
of the joke is that we made our money our- 
selves, and no one gave us a_ blessed 
penny.” 

While in Rome, in 1871, she began to 
write “Little Men,” a companion book to 
“Little Women” and almost as widely read. 
In this book she paid a beautiful tribute 
to her brother-in-law, John Pratt, who had 
passed away. The writing of the book 
went quickly, and before she had left 
Reme the manuscript was safe in the 
hands of her publisher in America. 

When she came home her father and 
her publisher met her and greeted her with 
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the glad tidings that fifty thousand copies 
of “Little Men” were sold before it was 
off the press. The book was very popular, 
and it seemed that every one who had 
read “Little Women” was eager to read 
“Tittle Men.” 

Henry Ward Beecher, who was editor of 
the “Christian Union,” offered her three 
thousand dollars for a serial story. She 
remembered a tale she had commenced 
years before and which she had named 
“Success.” She began to rewrite it, “pull- 
ing down and building up” as fast as she 
could. She renamed the story ‘Work,” 
and finished it by the end of March, 1873. 
It was a financial success, but appealed to 
an older class of readers than her chil- 
dren’s stories did. In 1874 she wrote 
“Bight Cousins,’ which she finished in 
December. It was first published in serial 
form in “St. Nicholas,’ and afterward ap- 
peared in book form, This was followed 
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by “Silver Pitchers,’ and by “Rose in 
Bloom,” a sequel to “Eight Cousins.” 

While nursing her mother in her last ill- 
ness she finished “Under the Lilacs,’ in 
which her love for animals is brought out. 
Her mother passed away November 25, 
1877, and her sister May followed Decem- 
ber 29, 1879. Louisa had suffered much 
from her own physical condition for some 
years but still she kept on writing. In 
1880 she finished “Jack and Jill,” and in 
1882 she planned “Jo’s Boys,’ a sequel to 
“Little Men,” but seven years passed be- 
fore it was finished, nearly twenty years 
after the publication of “Little Women.” 
With the completion of this book her real 
work ended, and she fell asleep March 6, 
1888, two days after her father had gone 
home, who was over eighty-eight years 
old. She had had an understanding heart 
and left behind a rich legacy of good cheer 
to many generations of children. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Third Sunday in Advent, 
December 11, 1932 
The Christian’s Use of Leisure 
Nehemiah 8:10-17; Mark 6:30-32 
Golden Text: Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 
the glory of God. I Corinthians 10:31. 


Lesson Outline: 1. Labor. 2. Leisure. 
3. Life. 

“They had no leisure so much as to eat,” 
one of our lessons tells us (Mark 6:31). 
So popular was Jesus at this time, so great 
was the crowd that came to Him for help 
and healing, that He and His followers 
could find no spare moments to eat, let 
alone to rest. Moreover, the disciples had 
just returned from their first missionary 
tour, worn and weary with their many 
labors of love. They needed spiritual re- 
inforcement, as well as physical rest, even 
as did their Master. At the suggestion of 
Jesus, therefore, they left crowded Caper- 
naum, going by boat to the eastern shore. 
In that desert region they found leisure 
for rest and recreation. 

At the present moment the situation 
here described seems to be very remote 
from our lives. No one is overworked to- 
day, unless it be those who labor in leve 
to relieve distress of body and soul. Mil- 
lions of men have too much leisure. Time 
enough and to spare to eat and drink and 
make merry. But they lack the means for 
food, and the mood for merriment. Are 
we then proclaiming pious platitudes in 
speaking of, “The Christian’s Use of Lei- 
sure,” at such a time as this? 

Not in the least. For the problem of 
leisure is just one aspect of the larger 
problem of life. Labor and leisure are, or 
should be, inseparably connected, and both 
should minister to life. We are here, nei- 
ther to labor nor to loaf, but to live the 
abundant life. To find it for ourselves, 
and to assist and enable our fellowmen to 
achieve it. The true aim of life, therefore, 
is neither labor nor leisure. Both are only 
the means to a nobler and larger end. God 
did not create mankind that one “elect” 
group might live in luxurious idleness, 
with nothing to do but play, while the 
‘“non-elect” are doomed to endless labor, 
with no chance for rest and recreation. “T 
am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly,” 
said our Master. And if that be the true 
end and goal of human life, we may well 
consider the present moment a most au- 
spicious time to face the problem of our 
lesson in the Spirit of Christ. 

We havé learned many sciences and 


mastered many arts, but we are still mere 
bunglers in the supreme art of living to- 
gether. Both labor and leisure still vex 
and perplex us. We do not seem to know 
how to provide them, nor how to use them. 
Always, we have idlers who need not work, 
and loafers, who will not work. In times 
of prosperity, the multitudes demand less 
work and more leisure. In days like the 
present, they pray for less leisure and more 
work. But what becomes of the “abundant 
life” that Christ proclaimed and promised 
to a believing world? It is the hope and 
inspiration of those who believe in Him. 
And it must guide us in the study of our 
present lesson. 

I,’ Labor. Leisure must be earned by 
labor. That is the providential order of 
the universe. It is a gracious and bounti- 
ful universe, but all its manifold blessings 
require man’s co-operation. So it is with 
leisure. It is a blessing to which all men 
are entitled, as a requisite for the main- 
tenance of life itself and for its promotion. 
But that blessing must be earned by honest 
toil. Stolen leisure is never a blessing. 
It is a handicap and a curse. The man 


‘who steals his leisure from his job is a 


loafer. His leisure is laziness. And a lazy 
man is bound to degenerate. The man who 
steals his leisure from the social order is a 
parasite. He spends his time and money 
in dissipation. Both suffer, because they 
sin against God’s decree that leisure must 
be earned by labor. 

That divine law has been operative from 
the beginning of man’s life. Even in the 
most primitive society, work and rest, 
labor and leisure were inseparably con- 
nected and related. Men had, at least, to 
gather the food that God provided, and, 
later, they tilled the field and tended the 
flock. But in our time the relation be- 
tween labor and leisure has become pe- 
culiarly intricate and difficult. The divine 
law has not been revoked. Men must still 
earn their leisure by labor. But the vast 
majority of men no longer control their 
own labor. In our present industrial or- 
der, relatively few men control the labor 
market. The masses are the helpless vic- 
tims of the seemingly capricious ups and 
downs of industry and business. In good 
times they work without leisure, without 
adequate rest and recreation. In bad times 
they have enforced leisure, without an op- 
portunity to earn even a bare living. The 
first aspect of the problem of leisure is 
not how to use it, but how to provide it. 

And that primary problem concerns us 
Americans more than, perhaps, any nation 
on earth. The gospel of labor we under- 
stand and believe. It is born and bred 
into our very life. The founders of Amer- 
ica were hardy pioneers, who faced and 


conquered a hostile wilderness by prodi- 
gious toil. Their labor was not timed or 
measured, except by the rising and setting 
sun. Nor was it performed only by the 
able-bodied men. Women and children had 
their full share in it. That has become 
our American tradition. It laid the foun- 
dation of our rich and powerful country, 
and it erected a superstructure of unparal- 
leled material splendor. Our proud boast 
was that we have an aristocracy of labor, 
nobler far than the effete aristocracies of 
the old world. Even today we look with 
disdain upon the descendants of some of 
these early American aristocrats, who have 
inherited the wealth of their fathers, but : 
not their spirit. . 
It is this training and tradition that has . 
made it hard for us to recognize the neces- 
sity and value of leisure in human life, 
The successful man, we thought, worked 
hard all his life, made a fortune, and died - 
in the harness. The Carnegies and Vander- — 
bilts were the approved patterns for Amer- 
ican youth. What room is there for lei- 
sure in that formula of life? At the most, 
it means a minimum of rest for the weary — 
body so that it may recover strength for 
a maximum of labor. Every man should © 
have one day in seven, in order that the 
physical machine may not wear out too 
soon. And he ought to have a vacation 
besides, because experience proves that a 
man can do more “work” in eleven months 
than in twelve. ie 
But experience has taught us much more 
than that. Slowly and gradually it h 
taught us to modify our traditional gospel - 
of work. It has taught us that life means 
more than labor, and that leisure has other 
uses, and nobler, than physical rest. Little 
by little our whole attitude toward leisure 
has undergone profound changes, which are 


labor is now illegal in most States, | 
labor of women is restricted by law. 
eight-hour day and the five-day week 2 
widely established. And our indus 
leaders play golf. One of the arrestin; 
phases of the present depression is th 
proposal to prevent its recurrence by 
still more drastic reduction of the hours ¢ 
labor. The gospel of leisure is winning i 
day in our land. 
No man can tell us what this new g 
will, ultimately, mean for our social ord 
Its clamorous demands may be exces 
and foolish. And even its just demai 
raise difficult questions. For work m 
wages. And if more leisure means 1 
wages, it will be regarded as a most 
bious blessing. Yet how, under our pre 
system, can wages be maintained | 
creased when work is reduced? 
There is no statistical answer 
questions, and no easy solution 
problems involved. But we are, 
moving towards a solution when w 
nize the place of leisure, side 
with labor, in a Christian order 
and when we emphasize the Christi 
of industry to provide an adequ 
of leisure for all who must la 
a living. 
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_ II. Leisure. Why? we may ask. Why 
is leisure as important as labor for the 
social weal? Why is the adequate provi- 
sion of it the duty of a Christian State? 
The answer to such questions can only be 
found in the true meaning and in the right 
use of leisure. The high claims we make 
for leisure are being obscured by the low 
uses men make of leisure. For many, it 
means primarily idleness, cessation from 
work, and dissipation. If the Church must 
assist in providing adequate leisure for 
men, it is also our duty to teach and train 
them for the right use of leisure in the 
pursuit of the abundant life. Indeed, that 
is our supreme task. 

And the Christian view of the right use 
of leisure may, perhaps, be summed up in 
the one word “re-creation.” Not “recrea- 
tion.” So spelled, the word suggests only 
its lowest meanings, the physical and ma- 
terial pleasures of life and the satisfaction 
of our sensual appetites. And so used, 
leisure does not mean “re-creation,” but 
the dissipation of life and the waste of 
all its energies. 


Play, of course, has an important place 
in life, and the Christian view of leisure 
must make full allowance for it. The Bible 
says very little directly about play and 
its place in the abundant life. It may 
well be that its silence is due to the fact 
that the play-instinct is so deeply rooted 
in man, so vigorous and clamant, that its 
exercise and indulgence required no ex- 
hortation. What it does need is guidance 
and control, regulation and consecration, 
as a means to a higher end. 


And that problem has never been more 
pressing than in this machine-age with its 
monotonous labor, which compels multi- 
tudes to dwell in congested cities, depriv- 
ing them of refreshing contacts with na- 
ture and with their fellowmen. And our 
commercialized amusements exploit this 
situation with great ingenuity and success. 

What should the Church do about it? 
Shall we assume the Puritan attitude and 
condemn all play and pleasure, as foreign 
and hostile to religion? Or shall we be 
content with a merely critical attitude, 
condemning “worldly pleasures” and warn- 
ing our youths against them? We must 
be far more constructive than that. We 
must recognize that the play-instinct in 
man is no less divine than the work- 
instinct. Somehow, it is bound to express 
itself. It cannot be crushed, whether by 
parental restraint or by ecclesiastical con- 
demnation and prohibition. But it needs 
wise guidance and control, lest it express 
itself in pleasures that stain and corrupt 
body and soul. 

But re-creation means much more than 
play, and the Christian’s use of leisure is 
not confined to that kind of recreation. 
Indeed, who can make a catalogue of the 
things a Christian may do, or must not 
do, in his hours of leisure? He may seek 
any kind of recreation that truly re- 
creates him, that renews and refreshes his 
physical strength after the fatigue of 
honest toil, and that gives joy and inspira- 
tion to his spiritual and social nature. 

And what about the Sabbath and its 
relation to leisure? Jesus said that it was 
made for man, much to the indignation of 
shocked Pharisees. But does that mean 
that it should be wide open for every kind 
of amusement and sport? And may a 
Christian thus use the leisure provided for 
him by law? 

Yes, if the best use of leisure is found 
in recreation, in satisfying the lower and 
lesser needs of man. Though even then 
a wide-open Sabbath would utterly de- 
stroy the rest, the physical refreshment 
that mankind so sorely needs after six 
days of hectic labor. But No, a thousand 
times, if leisure means re-creation, if its 
highest and best use consists in devoting 
and consecrating it to the achievement of 
the most abundant life. 

Then the leisure of a Sabbath-day will 
certainly be consecrated to God, and to 
the things of God, for man needs religion 


and reverence even more than recreation. 
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It will mean rest from all unnecessary 
labor, and refuge in God. And such rest 
and worship will do more for his re-creation 
than all manner of amusement and enter- 
tainment. Doubtless, a Christian may use 
the leisure of the Sabbath for other worthy 
ends, besides going to Church and reading 
the Bible. In many ways which, as yet, 
we have not fully found, our Christian 
Sunday may become a day of real re-crea- 
tion, physically, spiritually, and socially. 
But whatever its uses, it will be a means 
for the promotion of the abundant life. 
That is the true end of man’s life. Labor 
and leisure, work and play are only the 
means to that supreme end. 

III. Life. Our social order is still far 
away from that ideal state when, what- 
soever men do, will be done to the glory 
of God (I Corinthians 10:31). Men still 
work for wages and material gain. That 
is the meaning of life for many. Nor do 
they know how to use the scant leisure 
that remains when work has taken its full 
toll of time and strength. 

But we are on our way to a saner esti- 
mate of the meaning of life. The drudgery 
of work has been lessened by machines, 
and the hours of labor have been reduced. 
Our problem now is how to find work 
enough for willing hands. Our children in 
school are being taught and trained how 
to use leisure for re-creation. Playgrounds 
are no longer regarded as a luxury. 

Thus the true meaning of labor and 
leisure, of work and play, are being wide- 
ly understood. Both are subordinated to 
life itself, and must be consecrated to its 
highest development. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 11: Practising Brotherhood in Our 
Own Neighborhood. Luke 10:25-37. 


The parable of the Good Samaritan 
which is designated as the Scripture pas- 
sage for our topic, sets forth a beautiful 
lesson in brotherhood. Presumably the 
man who was waylaid and robbed on the 
Jericho Road was a Jew. We are told 
nothing about his station or position in 
life. He may have been a rich merchant 
who had been trading his goods in Jeru- 
salem. He may have been a poor man, but 
the bandits would hardly thus have mis- 
judged their prey. The.other characters 
that enter into the picture are more defi- 
nitely labeled. The priest and the Levite 
were the professing religionists of their 
day and one would have expected that they 
would have put their religion into practice 
when opportunity would have presented it- 
self. The Samaritan represented a country 
and a people with whom the Jews had no 
dealings. They were regarded as dogs and 
to hate one’s enemy was the equivalent of 
hating the Samaritans. And yet this way- 
farer had compassion upon the waylaid 
man and showed him more than ordinary 
kindness and attention. The extraordinary 
thing about the Good Samaritan was that 
he was ready to overlook all racial, social 
and national bounds and to help a man 
simply because he happened to be an un- 
fortunate person. He widened the mean- 
ing of neighbor and enlarged the circle of 
the neighborhood. The Jew had a very 
narrow and restricted idea of a neighbor. 
The neighbor was the Jew who lived next 
door. But the Good Samaritan showed that 
the neighbor was any man who was in need 
and to whom he could extend help. 

Neighborliness is not a matter of space 
but of spirit. The Good Samaritan was the 
neighbor, because he had the brotherly 
spirit in his soul. One’s neighborhood is 
far wider than the immediate location 
where one happens to live. We are all too 
prone to draw too narrow circles for our 
neighborhood. It includes far more than 
our community. It embraces even more 
than the city or town in which we live. 
It takes in more than our county or coun- 
try. The whole world is our neighborhood. 
We are becoming more and more conscious 
of this fact. Our mode of travel and our 
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easy methods of communication have prac- 
tically annihilated distance, and the ends 
of the earth no longer seem far apart. This 
fact has enlarged our interest in men 
everywhere and today we talk of China 
and India as though they were located 
right across the street from us. We have 
come to understand that no man and no 
nation can live unto itself. We all belong 
to one great bundle of humanity and what 
affects one will eventually affect all. We 
ean, therefore, no longer be indifferent to 
other people no matter where they live. 
“No man liveth to himself alone.” We can 
no longer say that other people do not con- 
cern us. We cannot assume the attitude 
of the priest and Levite and expect to get 
away with it. Sooner or later we must 
suffer because our neighbors in other parts 
of the world are in distress. This is one 
of the deep reasons why we in Christian 
lands must do Missionary work in non- 
Christian lands. We may say that these 
people must work out their own spiritual 
destiny, but we forget that without them 
we ourselves cannot be made perfect. 

The spirit of brotherhood grows out of 
the idea of the Fatherhood of God. If God 
is the Father of all men, as Jesus taught 
us, then all men are brothers. Brotherhood 
then is the spirit of Christ realized in our 
relations with others. It becomes some- 
thing more than an ideal, it is a practical 
relationship. It consists of the spirit of 
helpfulness and of mutual service. 

There are so many ways in which 
brotherhood can be practised. At present 
there is great need in the world. Thou- 
sands of men, women and children go hun- 
gry to bed. They border on the verge of 
starvation. We who are still fortunate 
enough to have food to eat and have a 
little money left must extend a helping 
hand to those who are in need. We must 
see to it that our brothers do not starve. 
Temporary relief must be provided and we 
ourselves must learn to sacrifice some of 
our personal comforts for the sake of our 
needy brothers. 


But this is only one side of the picture. 
It is perhaps the easiest thing that we 
can do. It is quite easy to toss a coin or 
two to some beggar who comes to our door; 
we ean even take a basket of provisions 
or some clothing to some poor family; we 
can have delivered for them some coal to 
keep them warm or even pay their rent for 
a month or two, but all this is only tem- 
porary relief, however essential it may be. 
It has always been pointed out that we 
must do much more than the Good Samari- 
tan did to the waylaid man. We must 
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clean up the Jericho road and get rid of 
the robbers that infested that way. If we 
want to be real brothers we must seek to 
remove the causes which are responsible 
for the present condition of men. We must 
clean up our neighborhood and get rid of 
the bandits in the social, industrial, eco- 
nomic and political order of the day. This 
is the real task which confronts Christian 
men and women today. This, however, is 
a far more difficult undertaking, as it is 
also more far-reaching, than to extend 
temporary relief. It involves a new mo- 
tive in life and a complete transformation 
of human society. Instead of the spirit 
of competition we must bring about the 
spirit of co-operation. Instead of selfish- 
ness we must introduce the spirit or broth- 
erhood and of mutual helpfulness. This is 
the very essence of the religion of Jesus 
Christ. We cannot be true Christians un- 
less we seek to bring this about. There- 
fore, if we would practice real brother- 
hood in our neighborhood we must practice 
real religion. “Pure religion and undefiled 
before the Father is this: To visit the 
widows and orphans in their affliction and 
to keep oneself unspotted from the world.” 
The only religion that counts is a practical 
religion. “If any man love God and seeth 
his brother have need, how dwelleth the 
love of God in him?” 

Sometimes the best thing we can do for 
our brother is just to make him feel that 
we are a brother to him and make it 
possible for him to help himself. In ex- 
tending help to others we must always be 
careful that we do not impoverish their 
spirits by relieving their temporal needs. 
There is a way to help whereby their man- 
hood may be preserved and their own 
lives strengthened. We must take thought 
in this as in all other things where the 
good of humanity is the chief concern of 
our hearts. 
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INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM S.S. LESSON HELPS, 
1933 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


A logical and practical help for 
complete preparation of the lesson, 
for teachers, pastors, or those need- 
ing short devotions. Includes pic- 
tures, maps, charts and suggestions 
for research work. Price, $2.00. 


THE LESSON ROUND TABLE 
FOR 1933 


Edited by R. D. Dodge 


These lesson comments have been 
written by fifty of the world’s reli- 
gious leaders, including several 
from our own Church. Each Sun- 
day a master teacher—chosen espe- 
cially for the topic of the day— 
guides you in preparing and pre- 
senting the lesson. Price, $1.25. 


ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL 
COMMENTARY 


A brief, concise commentary on 
each lesson. Also carries hints to 
teachers, illustrations, blackboard 
exercises, questions, maps, etc. 
Price, $1.00. 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 
By Martha Tarbell, Ph.D. 


Explains difficult points, gives 
complete outline of each lesson, and 
comments from well-known writers. 
In each lesson sections are given to 
“Lights from Oriental Life,” ‘‘The 
Historical Background,” and “Ge- 
ographical Background.” Depart- 
mentalized treatment is given to the 
lessons for Intermediates, Seniors, 
Young People, and Adults. Price, 
$2.00. 


SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS 


By James H. Snowden, D.D. 


Outlines the lesson and explains 
it topic by topic. Always brief, 
striking, and to the point. Each 
lesson closes with a _ group of 
Pineal poxp king questions. Price, 


THE GIST OF THE LESSON 


Contains brief expositions of the 
International Sunday School lessons 
for the year 1933. Pocket size. 
Price, 35c. 
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Relief loans to Florida, Kansas and 
Texas, totaling $1,697,437, were approved 
by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
Nov. 15 to enable those States to alleviate 
distress from Nov. 16 to Dee. 31. 

Official returns of the casualties result- 
ing from the recent storm in Greater Tokyo 
and the 5 neighboring prefectures totaled 
26 killed, 25 injured and 26 missing. 250 
fishermen have also been reported missing. 

Oklahoma, Noy. 16, celebrated its silver 
jubilee. Twenty-five years ago President 
Theodore Roosevelt signed the document 
which made a State of the Oklahoma and 
Indian Territories. 

The Leonid meteors which were to show- 
er the earth the middle of November dis- 
appointed astronomers who watched for 
them, expecting possibly a return of the 
brilliant shower of shooting stars of Nov., 
1866. Instead there was just a sparse dis- 
play. The planet Jupiter, had, by its great 
gravitational attraction, pulled aside the 
swarm, it was thought by some astron- 
omers. 

President Hoover has indicated that he 
would not recommend to Congress a sus- 
pension of the war debt Dec. 15 as re- 
quested by Great Britain, France, Belgium 
and other countries, since Congress is un- 
animous against new delay, he has been 
informed. 

Railroad tracks were ripped up Nov. 16 
in an effort to prevent sightseers from com- 
ing to Belfast to see the Prince of Wales, 
who, guarded by 12,000 men, took part in 
a 5-mile parade to Stormont, where he 
dedicated the new Northern Ireland Parlia- 
ment Buildings. 

Postal savings deposits throughout the 
country established a new high record of 
$868,047,747 on Oct. 31, the Post Office 
Department has announced, 


The von Papen-von Schleicher Cabinet of 
Germany, installed by President von Hin- 
denburg on June 1 to bring about a “na- 
tional concentration,” resigned Nov. 17 af- 
ter Chancellor von Papen’s overtures for 
support in the new Reichstag had met with 
a flat rejection. 

iC. H. Clendining, chairman of the 
Transatlantic Corporation, Ltd., has an- 
nounced that preliminary investigations 
had been completed for a combined sea 
and airport scheme that would bring New 
York 36 hours nearer London. 

Reconstruction Finance Corporation offi- 
cials expect the short session of Congress 
to relax restrictions in the relief act which 
they contend have forced the corporation 
to go slow in advancing funds to aid agri- 
culture and relieve unemployment. 

More than $300,000,000, an increase of 
about 33 per cent, is expected to be spent 
in advertising during 1933, according to 
the president of National Advertisers at 
the opening session of its 23rd annual 
meeting Noy. 17 at Atlantic City. 

Colonel Raymond Robins, dry crusader 
and social worker, who disappeared Sept. 
3 while on his way to confer with Presi- 
dent Hoover, has been found in the North 
Carolina hills, an amnesia victim. 

Final returns from the recent Congres- 
sional elections show the Democrats won 
out with majorities of 22 in the new Sen- 
ate and 191 in the House. 

Amy Johnson, the English aviatrix, 
landed Nov. 18 at Cape Town 4 days, 6 
hours and 56 minutes after leaving 
Lympne, England. She battled fog, gale 
and tropic rain in the 6,700 mile flight to 
eclipse the record of her husband, Captain 
J. A. Mollison, and won by ten and one- 
half hours. 


Air mileage rose 10,440,784 in 1931 in © 
the United States and 104,840 more pas- — 
sengers were carried, according to the an- 
nual report of Colonel Clarence M. Young, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Avia- 
tion. 

A plan for a $700,000,000 reduction in ,, 
government expenditures designed to 
obviate the necessity for new taxes in — 
balancing the budget in 1934 was deter- 
mined upon by President Hoover and his 
Cabinet at an extraordinary session at the 
White House Nov. 19. : 

Fatigued by a strenuous but unsuccess- Y 
ful re-election campaign, United States 
Senator Wesley Livsey Jones, 69, died at 
Seattle, Wash., Noy. 19. He had been in 
Congress 30 years from the State of 


Washington. 
Clinton Scollard, noted poet, died at New ; 
Milford, Conn., Nov. 19. He was 72. ‘va 
Estimated “conservatively,” the Social- 


ist party believed it had polled 600,000 
votes in the recent election, or 1.5% of all 
votes cast. 

Dr. Henry John Doermann, president of 
the University of the City of Toledo, died 
in that city Nov. 20 at the age of 42. 

Dr. W. W. Yen, China’s representative 
in Geneva, said in a recent statement to 
the press that his country would not chal-— 
lenge the findings of the Lytton commis- 
sion on Manchuria, and added that the re- — 
port more than upheld all China’s charges 
against Japan. ay 

Dr. A. Lawrence Lowell, president of — 
Harvard University for 23 years, resigned — 
Nov. 21 after distinguished service to the 
cause of education. He will be 76 years 
of age in December. oe 4 | 

Italy is to pay her debt to the United © 
States on time. The next Italian debt pay- 
ment due Dee. 15 does not include any sum 
for principal but only interest amounting — 
to $1,245,437. PY 

Dissolution of the “Radio Group” and 
settlement of the government’s suit agains 
participants in the great radio patent con 
bine was effected Nov. 21, when a co 
decree providing for drastic changes in 
relations of the companies involved, 
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signed in the United States District Court 
at Wilmington, Del., by Judge Nields. 
_Adolf Hitler, leader of the National So- 
cialist party, is reported as refusing the 
Chancellorship, under conditions listed re- 
cently by President von Hindenburg. 


THE CASE OF SLIM MULLEN 


By Jay E. House, in the 
“Philadelphia Public Ledger” 


(Read this remarkable revelation of pres- 
ent-day patriotism on the part of those 
who consider themselves above the 
law.) 


The Prohibition letter-writers have re- 
sumed their correspondence with the news- 
papers. Several of them recently have ad- 
dressed this pillar of truth and modesty. 
None of them shows any evidence of hav- 
ing grasped the implications of the anti- 
prohibition wave which, in the two or three 
years past, has swept the country, or the 
mandate of the recent election. Since 
they continue to assail us with their views, 
we shall attempt to clarify the situation 
to them by citing the case of Slim Mullen. 
In thought and attitude Mr. Mullen is a 
typical Wet. The wet wave got its im- 
petus and sustained its sweep through Slim 
and his kind. 


Mr. Mullen is a good average citizen of 
normal intelligence. His word is good and 
his credit is good. He gives as generously 
as he may to charity. The depression hit 
him, of course, but he still has a fair in- 
come. He has a wife, a boy in prep school 
and a daughter in college. He plays golf, 
bridge and likes to go to parties. He has 
a wide circle of acquaintances and all of 
them drink more or less. Slim drinks with 
them, but he is neither a soak nor a souse. 
Nor are his friends and cronies. They 
are just normal, average American citizens 
of good standing in their respective com- 
munities. 


Slim’s liquor bill runs from $600 to $1,000 
a year, depending upon the amount of 
company he entertains. Since the begin- 
ning of the Volstead era, the first rule of 
hospitality is that guests must be offered 
liquor. Slim observes this rule, as do all 
those who entertain him. If Slim did not 
serve liquor, nobody for whom he cares 
would come to see him. If he believed 
there would be no liquor at the places to 
which he is invited, he wouldn’t accept the 
invitations. The condition makes for a 
good deal of drinking. People began drink- 
ing more as a protest against Prohibition. 
As a matter of habit and custom they con- 
tinue to do so. 


Buying liquor is, for Slim, a very simple 
procedure. He calls a telephone number, 
impressed upon his memory by the fact 
that he has called it many times, and gives 
an order. Slim does not buy in “dribs.” 
He is not a “pint” or “quart” customer. 
He orders a case. Or, in the event that he 
wants alcohol, from two to ten gallons, A 
pint or a quart is a quantity too small for 
his purpose. One accustomed to entertain- 
ing under the Volstead act figures on a 
quart of liquor for every two persons en- 
tertained. There is, too, some financial ad- 
vantage in buying in quantity. 


Slim does not see the bootlegger to whom 
he gives the order. The chances are he has 
never seen him. He may know his name, 
he may not. To Slim he is just a telephone 
number. He seldom sees the messenger 
who delivers the order at his door and 
never knows who he is. Three-fourths of 
the liquor business of today is done on 
credit. Perhaps it were better to say on 
honor. In a week, or two, or three after 
Slim’s order is given and delivered, the 
agent of the bootlegger, who may very well 
be the bootlegger himself, comes in and 
collects for the goods. If Slim is not in 
position to pay, the agent says it’s all 
right. He’ll come around again. The prob- 
abilities, however, are that Slim gives a 
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ful folders. They are lithographed in six 
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The large size also makes them most ap- 
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Christmas services. 
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check payable to “Cash” and that’s the 
end of the transaction. The bootleggers 
sustain some losses, but they are slight in 
comparison to the volume of business 
transacted. 


Numerous speakeasies flourish in Slim’s 
vicinity and he always knows where some 
of them are, but he patronizes them only 
occasionally. Sometimes he invades a 
speakeasy accompanied by a party of 
friends and spends an evening there. Slim 
does most of his drinking in his own home, 
in the homes of his friends or in his clubs. 
Of the latter he belongs to three, one coun- 
try club and two downtown clubs. He 
says three are too many, that he can’t 
afford them, but he does not resign. In 
one of his downtown clubs the bar has 
never closed. Liquor by the drink or in 
greater quantity has always been available 
to him there. In his other downtown club, 
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Slim’s liquor is served from his own locker 
by the attendants of the club, the supply 
having been previously placed in the locker 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members ef the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
ae degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
ree. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Asseciation of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 
Assistant to the President 


COLLEGEVILLE PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., UL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, L.L.D, 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


by his bootlegger. At his country club 
Slim’s supply is also in his locker. If he 
wants it served in the dining or grill rooms, 
a club attendant brings it to him. 


Prohibition makes no trouble for Slim. 
It is easier to buy liquor by telephone than 
it would be to go across the street to a 
saloon for it. But Slim bitterly resents 
the curtailment of his personal liberty and 
the right of self-determination which Pro- 
hibition implies and has no respect or re- 
gard for that law. And even more bitterly 
he resents the financial burden Prohibition 
imposes upon him, The way Slim figures 
he is paying for Prohibition three ways. 
He pays an exorbitant price for his liquor. 
By way of taxes, nuisance or otherwise, he 
pays an exorbitant price for the attempted 
enforcement of an unenforceable law. And, 
once again, he dips down into his pockets 
and pays the deficiency in taxes incurred 
by the fact that the Government derives 
no revenue from liquor. 


Except in so far as they may become 
revenue-producers, Slim is not interested in 
light. wines and beer. He has become a 
consumer of hard liquors, and light wines 
and beer do not entice him. What he 
wants is the right of self-determination, 
and he knows now that he is going to get 
it. He wants the right to buy whatever 
he desires at a reasonable price in some 
convenient place. The “hooey” about pre- 
venting the return of the saloon gives him 
a pain in the neck. 


The recent elections indicate there are 
anywhere from 20,000,000 to 25,000,000 
voters in Slim’s crowd. There may be 
more than that. They’re going to run the 
country for a while. It would be better 
for the peace of mind of the letter-writers 
if they could realize it. 


SPIRITUAL EMPHASIS CONFERENCE 
(Continued from Page 2) 


it.” In closing, he made reference to three 
important words in Christian life and ex- 
perience. They are three simple words and 
they are in the imperative: “ ‘Come’ unto 
Me, learn, live, work, sup, die, rise with 
Me.” ... “arry’ until ye be clothed 
upon, filled with the Holy Spirit?” ... 
““Go, into all the world, preach the gospel 
and make disciples of all nations and Lo, 
I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world.” 

The entire conference was marked by the 
spirit of frankness, sincerity and consecra- 
tion. A very helpful conference indeed! 

The report of the Committee on Findings 
is as follows: 

1. The need for an annual Spiritual 
Emphasis Conference. 

2. To have Consistorial Conferences to 
train officers of the Church for more ef- 
fective work in Evangelism. 

3. That Classis urge each congregation 
to have at least one week of Evangelistic 
services, prefaced if possible by cottage 
prayer meetings. We urgently request that 
the congregations use the present year as 
a great opportunity for soul winning. The 
Committee on Evangelism is to co-operate 
in every way possible in this the chief 
work of the Church. 

a. These special services are to revive 
the spirit in the lives of the members so 
there may be a great outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in their lives and that they 
may be propagating Christians reaching 
out into the lives of the unsaved. 

b. To reach the unsaved through the 
services and through personal interviews 
of the pastor and members with those who 
as yet are outside the fold. 

ec. To conserve the results of the serv- 
ices by thorough education and training, 
so that the persons won, may grow in the 
Christian life and experience. The Cate- 
chism and the New Manual are recom- 
mended as helps to this end, but that Bible 
reading and prayer should be stressed as 
the primary sources. 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the Presidert 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of Nosh 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. - 
Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
June 7 to July 15; July 18 to August 26 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N.C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four of 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
four years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


TENNENT COLLEGE 


OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Supervised by Eastern Synod 

PROVIDES a four-year course of study 
leading to degree of B.R.E. Also, a 
three-year diploma course, and home- 
study courses. 

TRAINS for Christian leadership as 
Directors of Religious Education, 
Pastors’ Assistants, Deaconesses, 
Church Secretaries, Missionaries. 

NEEDS your interest, your prayers, 
and your gifts. Charges its students 
only $400 a year, two-fifths the cost of 
their training. E 

INVITES your careful investigation, 
and asks for a place in your budget. — 


President, Clinton H. Gillingham, D.D. 
Room_R, 1122 Spruce St., Phila., Pa. | 
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4. That is, this all important work of 
Evangelism, the chief emphasis and faith 
should be placed upon the Holy Spirit. 

5. That Classis set aside at least one 
hour for the discussion of Evangelism at 
its regular sessions. 


Signed: Norman S. Greenawalt, 
Chairman of Committee on Findings. 


GETTING AND SPENDING 


Problems in finance are perplexing, but 
with most persons there are but two ques- 
tions about money. How to get it and how 
to spend it. Very few persons care to 
keep money. It would be better for every- 
body if they would lay up more money for 
the rainy day that is sure to come. 

Many persons have inherited or saved 
money for their comfort and protection in 
old age and they are troubled as to the 
best form of investment. In the past few 
years fortunes have disappeared, hard 
earned savings have been lost by invest- 
ments. ; 

Many persons today do not know where 
to invest the money they have saved for 
old age. For an absolutely safe invest- 
ment, at a very good rate of interest, we 
present the Annuity Bond of the Board of 
Ministerial Relief of the Reformed Church 
in the U. S. The person taking a bond 
for $100, $500, or any amount is assured 
of a safe return at a rate of interest much 
better than the Government or any bank 
can afford to pay. The interest will be 
paid to you regularly so long as you live 
and after that the income will go to care 
for our aged and disabled ministers and 
their widows. 

For example: A widow has $1,500, she 
she receives 4 per cent, or $60 each year 
from the bank. She gives it to the Board 
of Ministerial Relief for the annuity bond. 
She is 66 years of age and receives 6% 
per cent, or $97.50 per year for the re- 
mainder of her life. Her investment is 
absolutely safe. Her income is greatly in- 
creased and she is rendering a great serv- 
ice to the Church, 

A husband and wife in the Middle West 
had $5,000 in Liberty Bonds. They were 
75 years of age. Their pastor told them 
about these annuity bonds. They sent the 
money to Dr. Eugene L. McLean, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia, Pa., and received 
an annuity bond at 7% per cent. They both 
passed away and now the income goes to 
our aged ministers and their widows. They 
had a much larger income for the last few 
years of their lives and at the same time 
they have rendered a great service to the 
Church. 

We could give many more illustrations 
but the above information will surely lead 
you to write to the Board of Ministerial 
Relief, Dr. Eugene L. McLean, Treasurer, 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa., and ar- 
range for one of these bonds. 


J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 
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Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
© Ceo © © GC) 9 


Helen B. Ammerman, Editor 
1331 Center St., Ashland, Pa. 


Old Man Depression has not depressed 
the missionary spirit. How gratifying to 
note in almost every Classical fall report 
the birth of one or more guilds. Let us 
work for the W. M. 8. goal quota of 20 
new members in every classis. We dare 
not let the Church retrench. We Shall Not. 


The Women’s Union of Reformed 
Churches, Baltimore, recently met in Mes- 
siah’s Church; Mrs. C. A. Bushong, presi- 
dent, presiding. Mrs. Kidd, of the Wom- 
en’s Interdenominational Missionary Union, 
reviewed the conference at Wilson College 
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and stressed that denominationalism is for- 
gotten when groups study, pray and com- 
mune under the Christian banner with a 
resolute purpose of bringing Christ to the 
hearts of men. To the appeal of Miss 
Ward, director of the Family Welfare 
Association, many volunteered to sew for 
the unfortunate, using part of the 103,000 
yards of goods allotted by the Government 
to Baltimore. A short business session 
followed the service, after which all in- 
dulged in a social hour. 


Institutes of G. M. G. We had the 
“Best and Greatest Ever,’ writes Mrs. Kel- 
ley, secretary of Lancaster Classis, who 
addressed the guilds on “Guild Blue Prints” 
and presented two banners—one awarded 
by Eastern Synod for attainment of the 
most credits and highest standards, and 
the other awarded by General Synod to 
Eastern Synod for the same front line work 
in the guilds. Recognizing the value of 
missionary training for boys, this Classis 
has both girls’ and boys’ guilds. Hurrah 
for Lancaster Classis! The Institute met 
in Lancaster with a registration of 175, 
and 211 in attendance: 210 enjoyed the 
banquet. The favors—tiny dolls dressed to 
represent the five races, and menu cards— 
a black map of the world pasted on five 
graduated circles of colored paper apropos 
to the races of man, carried out the 1932 
theme. Members from Harrisburg, Pen- 
brook and Steelton represented these races. 
Another feature was the superimposition 
of parts of the world on a large globe, 
following appropriate messages on Build- 
ing a New World. When the surface of 
the world was completed on the globe by 
respective speakers a picture of Christ was 
placed in the center. Miss Ruth Morrow 
presided at both sessions. Miss De Chant’s 
address was called “Shoulders.” Mrs. Noss 
and Mrs. Smith, from Japan, were pre- 
sented to the Institute. A pageant, ‘“Doce- 
toring Up Old Daddy World,” was given 
by boys’ and girls’ guilds of Denver, East 
Earl, Muddy Creek and Mountville, di- 
rected by Miss R. Keller. At the roll call 
many responded 100% present, with cheers 
or songs. All guilds were represented ex- 
cept one, which responded with a letter. 

We trust the first Institutes of the fol- 
lowing Classes were so beneficial that the 
second will follow. The first G. M. G. 
Institute of Virginia Classis met in Tim- 
berville. Five out of 8 guilds responded 
with a part on the program. Mrs. Armen- 
trout presided. The Classical secretary, 
Mrs. Behrens, discussed “Guild Blue 
Prints”; Miss Hinkle explained the use of 
the literature; Mrs. Remsberg, Roanoke, 
greeted and encouraged the girls. A 
pageant showing the attitudes and co- 
operation of the Races necessary to a 
world project was given by the Woodstock 
and Edinburg Guilds. The W. M. S. as- 
sisted the hostess Guild to serve supper to 
the guests, which represented the entire 
Classical district. 

Gettysburg Classis conducted its first 
Institute in St. David’s Church near Pleas- 
ant Hill. The (Classical secretary, Mrs. 
Gentz, presided. Extremely inclement 
weather marred the attendance but not the 
luncheon. Miss De Chant, in her address, 
challenged for intense study and interest 
in home missions, Japan, China and 
Baghdad. 


At the Thank Offering Service of the 
G. M. G. and M. B. of St. Peter’s Church, 


NOTICE 


Books Reviewed in this Issue 
Books Advertised in this Issue 
—and thousands of other books 
are here for your selection. 
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Allentown, Pa., the Mission Band pre- 
sented the playlet “The Best Boat.” An 
illustrated lecture, “21 Years with the 


Thank Offering,” was given by the pastor, 
Rev. E. W. Kriebel. The Guild girls com- 
prised the choir, and with candles made 
the recessional hymn “Follow the Gleam” 
very effective. 


W.M. S. Institutes. It was a well plan- 
ned Juniata Classical Institute with a fine 
attendance and a happy social noon hour 
with box lunch that met in Roaring 
Spring, Pa. Mrs. Gardner, in the fore- 
word, interpreted “Undertones.” Then fol- 
lowed two helpful addresses on ‘Under- 
currents’ by Mesdames Stuard and Bone- 
break. Miss Hinkle challenged all to 
“Heed the Undertow,” introduced the liter- 
ature and gave light on rising problems in 
the societies. Mrs. Snyder, China, was the 
guest speaker. Mrs. Krick suggested ideals 
for constructive educational programs. 

East Penna. Classis enacted the Institute 
program in Nazareth, Pa., with Mrs. Hawk, 
president, in charge. Mrs. Snyder, of 
China, portrayed to the 167 women present 
a vivid picture of China’s life and needs, 
She impressed the fact that this is a 
strategic period in our relationships and 
responsibilities with China. 


The 42nd Semi-Annual Meeting of East 
Penna. Classis met in Hecktown, Dr. C. A. 
Butz, pastor, with a registration of 163. 
Encouraging reports were read from Gen- 
eral and Eastern Synodical conventions. 
Dr. C. E. Schaeffer held undivided atten- 
tion while he spoke on “The Root and Fruit 
of Home Missions,” and those present felt 
the impelling urge to Work on, Hope on, 
and Pray on. 


THE ENDOWMENT AND TRUST 
FUNDS OF THE EVANGELICAL 
SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA 


The Endowment and Trust Funds of the 
Evangelical Synod are in a box of the 
National Safe Deposit Company affiliated 
with the First National Bank of Chicago 
and the First Trust and Savings Bank, 
and are in trust and handled by a board 
consisting of five members, two pastors and 
three laymen, elected by the General Con- 
ference of the Synod. The present mem- 
bers of this Board are: Rev. Wm. Grote- 
feld, chairman; Rev. Paul Irion, secretary; 
Mr. Albert Schoch, treasurer; Mr. Wm. 
Andressohn and Mr. Wm. A. Koerbs, 
Trustees. 

The Rev. Paul Irion, of Michigan City, 
Ind., has been a member and secretary of 
this Board from 19138, the time the Synod 
resolved to organize an Endowment and 
Trust Fund. The Rev. Wm. Grotefeld has 
been chairman of the Board since 1916. 

The Evangelical Synod has all its trust 
funds, with the exception of the Annuity 
Funds, invested and handled by this Board. 

The Endowment and Trust Funds Board 
was from the very beginning put in a 
happy position by that, that definite in- 
structions were given it as to in what 
class, type, of securities to invest only, 
namely, in first mortgages and securities 
that are protected by first mortgages. This 
kind of security again has proven to be 
among the best to be had, even during 
times of depression such as we are expe- 
riencing now. 

A committee of three members of the 
Board passes on offerings presented before 
purchase of a security is made. No one 
member of the Board has access to these 
funds, there must be at least three mem- 
bers of the Board present, who must sign 
and be identified before the box which 
holds the securities will be opened. The 
secretary and treasurer keep record of 
every security handled at such opening of 
the box. 

During nineteen years these trust funds 
increased from $50,000 to $1,270,270.23 
through gifts of love by bequests, outright 
gifts and otherwise from rich and poor of 
our good Evangelical people. This is won- 


No 


FINANCIAL HELP 
ASSURED! 


For Your Church, Sunday School or 
Society by our Popular, Convenient, 
Inexpensive 


Dime Inlay Way 


“Christmas Star” Dollar in Dimes 


A Cut-Out Design for Ten Dime Inlays. 


A five-pointed star printed in red and 
green, decorated with holly. Deep cut- 
outs with an adhesive backing are pro- 
vided for the reception of 10 dimes. An 
open-end envelope accompanies this un- 
usually attractive device on which is 
printed a beautiful thought about the 
meaning of the “Christmas Star’ as an 
inspiring basis for the invitation to be 
a contributor. 

Size, 234 x 3%, inches. 
per hundred. 


My Christmas Offering Box 


Price, $3.50 


The in four colors of the 


design 
Three Wise Men being led by the star 
makes this an attractive and most ap- 
propriate offering device for soliciting 
funds 
Price, 5 cents each, 50 cents per dozen; 
$3.50 per hundred. Delivery extra. $3.75 


during the Christmas season. 


per hundred, postpaid. 

These boxes are made of heavy card- 
board with tin tops and bottoms. The 
slot in the top is constructed’ so as to 
prevent the coin from coming out. 
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derful and an inspiration to our hearts. 
And what blessings the income on these 
funds may have brought annually, God 
knows. Up until January, 1932, we have 
distributed the income in quarterly pay- 
ments on the basis of 6% annually among 
the nineteen beneficiaries, the Boards and 
their auxiliaries for whom our Board han- 
dles the funds. During 1932 interest was 
distributed on the basis of 534%. 


The Boards for whom we have the 
greater amounts to handle are the Minis- 
terial Pension and Relief, $873,709.10, re- 
ported January, 1932, and the Educational 
Institutions, Eden Seminary and Elmhurst 
College, for which institutions an addi- 
tional sum of over $1,700,000 was subscrib- 
ed just recently by members and friends of 
our Synod. As the subscriptions for the 
Eden-Elmhurst Drive will be paid these 
institutions and will practically double the 
total amount of funds on hand for all 
causes. 


After folks of means have amply provid- 
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ed for their own they do well to also con- 
sider gifts to Endowment and Trust Funds 
of their Church and thus help in further- 
ing the Kingdom of God on earth long 
after they have been called to their reward. 

A suggested chart after which selections 
for giving, places the worthy causes in the 
following order: 

Education, Religion, Benevolence (Relief 
of Needy), Art, Science, Research, Inven- 
tion, Statesmanship, Government. 

This for consideration in making selec- 
tions. It is for the first three named 
causes, purposes, that the Board of Endow- 
ment and Trust Funds of the Evangelical 
Synod of North America has handled funds. 

William Grotefeld. 


O Bl TRO ROY: 


ELDER GEO. W. CHRISTY 


Monday morning, Nov. 14, was a sad 
day for First Church of Vandergrift, Pa. 
Elder George W. Christy entered into his 
eternal reward. He was born near South 
Bend, Westmoreland County, Pa., Aug. 2, 
1868. He was of fine, devoted parents, and 
followed nobly in their footsteps. As a 
member of the First Church of Vander- 
grift, he was respected and loved by all 
for his deep convictions, his high regard 
for sacred things, and his winsome person- 
ality. In point of years, he was the oldest 
elder in the congregation, and was at the 
time of his death, as he was often before, 
the delegate elder to Classis and Synod. 
As a husband and father he well nigh 
approximated the ideal, always being de- 
voted, loyal and deeply concerned about 
the welfare of his family. In civil life, 
although of an unpretentious nature, he 
likewise left the impress of a loyal Amer- 
ican citizen upon the mind and heart of 
the entire community. While employed in 
the American Sheet and Tin Plate Com- 
pany, his ability was recognized in being 
placed in a position of superiority. For 
the last two and one-half years he was 
pensioned by the company, by reason of 
having been stricken with illness. 


Funeral services were conducted at his 
late residence, 102 Emerson St., Vander- 
grift, on Nov. 16, at 2.30 P. M. The 
services were in charge of his pastor, Rev. 
W. H. Dietrich, who was assisted by a 
former pastor, the Rey. H. D. Maxwell, of 
Ellwood City. While the services were 
solemn and sad, the members of the fam- 
ily were able to stand upon the Rock of 
Ages, which Brother Christy had pointed 
out to them in their youth, by his exem- 
plary ‘Christian life. The large number of 
friends in attendance, as well as the many 
floral contributions, gave evidence of the 
esteem and regard in which he was held 
by all. He is survived by the widow, two 


group of his sermons. 


tion and expression.” 


H. C. Phillips. 
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The Third Book in Harpers Monthly Pulpit 
WHEN CHRIST PASSES BY 


By Walter Russel Bowie 


Introduction by Joseph Fort Newton. 
the roster of great American preachers of today. 
Church, New York, author of The Master, When Jesus Was Born, and 
many other books, Dr. Bowie presents in this volume a carefully selected 
In these pages are best revealed what Dean Charles 
W. Gilkey calls “his deep religious instincts and his gift of poetic imagina- 
HARPERS MONTHLY PULPIT thus offers the best 
available sermon literature in permanent form at only one dollar a volume. 
The two previous volumes in this series, just published, are THE ANGEL 
IN THE SOUL by Joseph Fort Newton and SEEING THE INVISIBLE by 
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Baby’s doing fine, now, 
Bless his litile heart! 

Not at all just skin and bones 
Like he was to start. 

Cheeks and hands so chubby, 
Color simply grand! 

All because we changed his food 
To Borden’s Eagle Brand! 


¢ ° e 


Many a worried mother has 
found that Eagle Brand does 
wonders for a baby. You see, 
Eagle Brand is remarkably 
easy to digest—it is nearest 
to mother’s own milk in this 
respect. Countless babies who 
could not digest other foods 
owe their very lives to Eagle 
Brand. In the last 75 years, 
millions of babies have been 
raised on this wonderful milk. 
Get a can today. Follow easy 
directions on label. Write The 
Borden Company, Dept. R. 
L.12, 350 Madison Ave., 
New York, N. Y., for free 
booklet ““Baby’s Welfare.” 


sons and one daughter (two children hay- 
ing preceded him in death); two brothers, 
and one sister. May this upright Chris- 
tion brother “rest from his labors.” 


W. H. D. 


Dr. Bowie stands high indeed in 
Rector of Grace 


PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


